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Affordable

housing order
rescinded

Christie move drew court challenge

By LISA FLEISHER
STATE HOUSE BUREAU

Governor Christie on Friday
rescinded a contested executive
order halting the work of the state
Council on Affordable Housing,
saying the task force he set up to
review housing policies had fin-
ished its work and submitted its
report weeks ahead of schedule.

The task force, which finished
its work long before the May 10
deadline, met with more than a
dozen groups to come up with a
set of recommendations on af-
fordable housing policies and
practices, task force chairwoman
Marcia Karrow said.

The Governor's Office de-

clined to immediately release the
report. -

On Feb. 9, Christie signed Ex-
ecutive Order 12, which created
the task force and ordered the
Council on Affordable Housing
to stop approving municipalities’
housing plans.

That prompted a court chal-
lenge from the Fair Share Hous-
ing Center, a housing advocacy
group that said the governor did
not have the authonty to meddle
with the work of a body created
by the Legislature.

Oral arguments in a state ap-

peals court, which had been
scheduled for Monday, were ad-
journed after Christie on Friday
signed an executive order, re-
scinding the initial one.

“He was afraid of what the
courts were going to do,” said
Kevin Walsh, associate director
of the housing center. “Why else
would he do it right before oral
argument? ... There was no rea-
son for him to rescind their exec-
utive order.”

A governor’s spokesman said
rescinding the initial order was a
“housecleaning matter” and was
not in response to the court
schedule. 8

“We reject that view,”
spokesman Michael Drewniak
said.

Katrow said her group was
confident it had “exhausted the
investigation,” holding three-hour
policy meetings with groups rep-
resenting all stakeholders.

“I have task force members
that have scheduled vacations,
and it’s tax season,” she said. “We
all decided we wanted to hunker
down and just do it and get it off
our plates.”

Lisa Fleisher is a reporter for The
Star-Ledger. E-mail:
Ifleisher@starledger.com.
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