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LEGISLATIVE ALERT

submitted by Bill Birchall

On May 1, 1997, Assembly
Bilil No. 2777 was introduced by
Assemblyman Amone. The bill,
described as “The Third Omnibus
Mandate Relief Act”, was entitled
An Act Revising Certain Man-
dates, Requirements and Proce-
dures for Local Governments and
School Districts and Amending
Supplementing and Repealing
Various Parts of the Statutory
Law. A-2777 relates to some 89

#4 issues. Looking at the title and
reading the reports in the newspapet. we would never suspect
that the bill pertains to Assessors. The press reports 1 have
seen all focused on the school district portion of the bill.

The League of Municipalities sent a Legislative Alert to
its Mayors on May 14 requesting thai it be distributed to,
among others, all department heads. This notice included
“Mandates Relietf — Round III" along with several other
issues. Judging from the response we received, very few
Assessors were copied on this material. During the business
meeting on Tuesday, June 3, at the Rutgers Conference, I was
asked what I knew about A-2777. My answer was nothing,
because, having read the title. I thought it did not affect
Assessors.

As quickly as possible after the conference. I had my first
copy of the bill and learned that it definitely did have a major
impact on Assessors! The scctions below relate to our
position. (The scction numbers are from the Committee
Substitute A-2777).

Section 35 - Amends 40A:9-166 1o add the following
sentence:

"The appointing authority may, by resolution or
order as appropriate, set appropriate hours of opera-
tion of the tax assessor's office and the work hours
of the tax assessor, commensurate with the compen-
sation of the tax assessor.”

Section 36 — Amends 40A: 9-148 and adds the follow-
ing to the description of an assessor's term:

" ..however, the first 12 months of anv initial term
shall be a probationary period during which time the
runicipal tax assessor or deputy assessor, as appro-
priate, may be removed from office for unsatisfac-
tory performance or FOR ANY OTHER REASON
by the appointing authority. (Emphasis added.)
Removal during a probationary period shall be con-
sidered a vacancy due to expiration of term.”

Section 37 - Amends 40A:9-165, which now reads in
part:

"No such ordinance shall reduce the salary of, or
deny without good cause an increase in salary given
o all other municipal employees to. any tax asses-
sor, chief financial officer, tax collector or munici-
pal clerk during the term for which he shall have
been appointed.”

The proposed change would result in the following
language: '

"No such ordinance shall reduce the salary of, with
out good cause, any tax assessor, chief financial
officer, tax collector or municipal clerk...”

THESE ARE MAJOR CHANGES!!!

The only other sections refating directly to us are sec-
tions 53 and 54 which change the mailing of the assess-
ment notice from annual to annual or biennial at the direc-
tion of the governing body. I am aware that there are

{Continued on page 9)
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THE EDITOR SPEAKS

by Brian Vigue, Editor

Here it is Summer. Time sure flies when you're having
fun. We've just concluded another June Conference. It was
a rousing success. Now the planning is going on for the
League of Municipalities Conference in Atlantic City
in November. It will be held in the new Atlantic City Con-
vention Center. It is really something. I 1magme that some
of us will get Jost in the building and
travelling from the hotel to the Con-
vention Center.

Here it is July, and I'm writing
about November, I seem to always
be in a rush. But Tempus is Fugiting.

November will see the inaugara-
tion of a new AMANTJ President, ¥
Frank Bucino. President Burnham
will get to slow down a little bit and act as the revered elder
statesman. Frank's car will learn how to get to Trenton by
itself. He'll get to drive from High Point to Cape May for
Tri-County meetings. Good Luck!

The annual luncheon will be held in the Convention
Center. Attending the luncheon will also entail registering
for the convention.

Chris Wahl, the AC Committee Chair, is on top of ev-
erything. The Committee will have some excellent meet-
ings and classes planned. Recertification credits should be
available for those who need it for licensing.

The Committee has a lot of expenses and needs dona-
tions from each of the County Associations. Hosting the
hospitality room costs big bucks. So make that motion to
donate $100 or $150 from your County Association to the
AMAN]J Hospitality Fund. Send your donations to:

AMAN]J Hospitality Fand
P.O. Box 609, Millville, NJ 08332
ATTN: Kathi Meale

KEN BECK
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Submitted by Mike Barker, Chairman

During the Rutgers/Ramada/June conference, because I -
was unable to attend the conference, Leo Midure had the
pleasure of announcing this year's winners of Ken Beck
Scholarships. The winners were announced during the an-
nual dinner on Wednesday evening. This year we chose not
to have the winners in attendance at the dinner. We felt that
we would be able to offer more schol-
arships this way. Besides, most of
these kids were bored to tears to hang
around us old fogies. The winners are
listed below:

Melinda Etschman, Williams-
town, Gloucester County, Lebanon
Valley College.

April Fijalkowski, Pitman,
Gloucester County, Rowan U.

Theodore Gibbs, Irvington, Essex County, Seton Hall.

Jason Henbest, Toms River, Ocean County, University
of Maryland - Baitimore Co.

Melissa Hesley, Philadelphia, Penn State.

Richard Kalusa, Berlin, Camden County, Rutgers.

Nicholas Nagle, Bayville, Ocean County, Rowan U.

Brian Toth, South Plainfield, Union County, West
Chester University.

Tyler Vigue, Picasantville, Atlantic County, Brigham
Young.

Jamie Vituscka, Westmont, Camden County, Cook
College (Rutgers).

Courtney Whiting, Clifton, Passaic Co., U. of Delaware.

Lindsey Whiting, Clifton, Passaic Co., U. of Richmond.

Congratulations to all the winners.
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MS 150
CITY TO SHORE BIKE TOUR

Submitted by Terri Paglione

What's easier than dealing with your worst taxpayer?
How about cycling 150 miles in two days to support the
Multiple Sclerosis Society. Join "Team Tax" for the 1997
MS 150 Bike Tour, September 27 & 28.

Last year, Tom Glock, Cherry Hill Assessor, decided to
take on the challenge for the first time and ride in the MS
150 Bike Tour. Terri Paglione, Willingboro Assessor, par-
ticipated in the ride for the fourth time, but did not know
that Tom was one of the other 3500 cyclists. After running
into each other in Ocean City, they decided to form a team
of Tax Assessors for the 1997 tour.

The mission of the Muitiple Sclerosis Society is to end
the devastating effects of MS through research and provide
the necessary services and programs to those in need. The
1996 MS 150 City to Shore Bike Tour was very successful,
resulting in the organization raising over one million dol-
lars. As part of the commitment to participate in this ride,
each cyclist must collect a minimum of $150 in pledges.
Both Tom and Terri decided to be a part of the Gold Club
and pledged to raise $1000 each. In the end both riders were
pleased when they together collected over $3000 in pledges.

If you can ride a bicycle, you can do the MS 150, Is it
challenging? YES. Will you have sore muscles? YES. Will
you have fun? YES. Please contact either Tom Glock @
609-688-7899 or Terri Paglione @ 609-235-5203 to join
“Team Tax." If you can't participate because either you or
your bike has a flat tire, please support the team by making
a commitment to pledge for “FTeam Tax.” Make your check
payable to the National MS Society and mail to:

Terri Paglione
6 Sheffield Ct.
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

Points To Ponder . . .

What you get by achieving your goals is not
as important as what you become by achieving
your goals.

Most people who fail in their dreams fail not from
lack of ability, but from lack of commitment.

IFYOU WANT IT TO LAST,
DON'T DO IT HALF FAST.

COMPU-COLOR, the most versatile,
cost efficient, computerized
data image retrieval system.

OO S
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Combines photo-guality coior images with the storage
and speed of a computer and puts your entire jurisdic-
tion at your fingestips. A flexible, economical and more
convenient way to get the tax professional’s job done.
The Compu-Color system brings up comparables at the
stroke of a key, making values more defendable. May be
integrated to existing computerized CAMA systems.

COMPU-COLOR, INC.

2010-F Cabot Boulevard West
Langhorne, PA 19047
215-752-0963 / FAX 215-752-5310

FROM THE
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

from Bill Birchail & Walt Kosul

The New Jersey Legislature is on the internet. The
address on the World Wide Web for their home page is:

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us

John A. Coan. Jr. CTA, SCGREGA
Appraiser-Consultant

President

JOHN COAN & ASSOCITATES, INC.

Real Estate Appraisers — Consultants

508-505-8300
FAX: 908-505-£592

30 Main Street, Suite 1
Toms River. New Jersey 08753
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NRAAO
1997 ATLANTIC CITY

Submitted by Tom Glock, Past President NRAAQ

AMANTI had the pleasure of hosting the North Eastern
Conference at Trump Plaza in Atlantic City, May 18-21.
As President of NRAAO for 1997 I had the pleasure of
heading the committee. The conference was a success. The
highlight of the conference was the annual banquet with
Judge Rimm as the featured speaker. Afterwards the del-
egates danced to The Fabulous Grease Band.

The Sherry Vermilya Memorial Award was presented
to Frank Bucino, President Elect - AMANI, by the NRAAO
"...in recognition of outstanding service to the assessment
profession.” Each member state and province of NRAAO
can submit a candidate for the award. Frank represented
New Jersey in 1997. I had the honor of presenting the award
to Frank personally at the annual Rutgers/Ramada Con-
ference.

I would like to thank the members of the committee
for their hard work in making the conference a success.

1 4o 8

Cape May County's gift to women.

SR

NRAAQ Veep Dottie Kreitz A refugee from a John Cohen, Lacey Township,
and President Tom Glock. bad French movie. Ocean County. A future assessor!

Mingling at the cocktail hour before the inaugaration dinner.
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EXTRA! EXTRA!
Read All About It!
Burlington County Assessors
Host Tri-County Meeting

Submitted by Terri Paglione

As the photos below prove, Burlington County finally
hosted a Tri-County meeting. A dinner meeting was held
at the Trenton Thunder Stadium Club on April 23, 1997.
At the gathering the members from the three counties
(Burlington, Monmouth, Ocean) gave unanimous support
to a resolution endorsing Senate Bill #1564. The proposed
Jegistation will enact a recertification and continuing edu-
cation program for New Jersey Assessors.

A good time was had by all.

Photos by Teri Paglione

OFL and Mike Seria’an enjoying
the game.

OUR NATIONWIDE HISTORY
SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

+ UNIVERS Appraisal Software

+ Market-based CAMA Systems

+ Property Image Systems

+ Pen-based Data Collection Systems

« Document Management Systems

+ Digital Landisc™ and Landisc Pius™ video imagery
+ ARC/INFO® to CAMA Interface

Cole «Layer+Trumble Company

12 Goose Lane  Tolland, CT 06084 @T
1-800/273-8605 FAX 1-860/872-9526 CLTA A

Bundling up and cheerin for the Thunder.
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RUTGERS/RAMADA '97
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Will the myvstery guests sign in please?

Daydre

ams & prayers.

% vk

Our Fearless Leader
exorting the troops.

N * * ' N -

ttentive listeners at class.

Serve yourself and save. Buffet dinner at the Ramada. Basically the long and the short of it.
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MORE FROM RUTGERS/RAMADA

Trader Vic and Babs enjoying the sun.

CARDUNIR & SOCKLER
RLALTY ADVISEORSE. ENC.
Peter E. Sockler, MAI
Principal

Real Estate Appraisal and Advisory Services
Carduner’s Center, Suite 200, 8 Princeton-Hightstown Road
East Windsor, N} 08520 609-448-8282 FAX 609-448-8605
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ATLANTIC CITY REPORT

Submitted by Chris Wahl, Chairman

This year's League meetings will be held in the new
Convention Center in Atlantic City. The Assessors
Luncheon will also be in the new Center. Therefore all
luncheon attendees must register for the League. If you
need to register contact the League at the address below:

New Jersey State League of Municipalities
407 W. State Street
Trenton, NJ 08618
609-695-3481
(Fax) 609-695-0151
(E-Mail) njslom.com
Bill Dressel or Mike Darcy. regarding registration.

On Thursday, November 20, AMANI will participate
in a Joint League Session entitled:

"Tax Appeals - Making Lemons out of Lemonade"
An overview of state wide climate of tax appeals,
including strategies employed to defend appeals and
respond to the financial impact of adverse decisions.
Includes a case study of one town's experience managing
tax appeals. Addresses the establishment of a tax "SWAT"
team and strategies for dealing with more than 400
outstanding appeals resulting in $12,000,000 in refunds.
Includes strategies for financing tax refunds and a review
of current tax laws concluding with a discussion on needed
tax law reforms.
Presiding . . . Muriel M. Shore, Mayor, Fairfield (Essex)
Speakers . . . Burnham Hobbs, President, AMANJ
Edw. Rosenbium, Esq., AMANJ General
Counsel

David Evans, Auditor, Fairfield

Jos. Catenaro, Administrator, Fairfield
Romeo Longo, Tax Assessor, Fairfield
James Piro, Esq., Attorney, Fairfield

Judy Tripodi, Asst. Dir., Div. of Local Gov.
Serv, NI Dept. of Community Affairs

A thorn midst the roses.

At The Ken Beck Dinner

&

“Psst, Victor. Don't order the linguini.”

"If tey é’o': bring som food
soon, I'm gonna kill somebody.”

"Don't Bogart
that..."

B

Pepsodent smiles.
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MARK J. HANSON, ESQUIRE, MAI, CTA

THE HANSON ORGANIZATION, PC

REAL ESTATE ATTORNEYS & APPRAISERS

34 SORREL RUN, SUITE 100
MT LAUREL, NJ 08054-4618
(609) 273-9122 » FAX (609) 273-8232

QUR PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES SPECIALIZES IN REAL ESTATE TAX ASSESSMENT [SSUES
AND LAND VALUATION LITIGATION MATTERS.

Legislative Alert

(continued from page 1)

differences of opinion within our group, so I will only
remind everyone that the purpose of the notice is to
inform taxpayers of their assessments so that they might
be able 10 determine the need for an appeal.

On June 9, the Monday after the Rutgers Conference,
A-2777 was heard and amended by the Assembly Local
Government Committee. At that time Assemblywoman
Murphy and Assemblymen Augustine and Weingarten were
added as sponsors. Upon release from the committee, the
bill, now know as Assembly Committee Substitute for
A-2777, was referred to the Assembly Appropriations
Committee. On Thursday, June 12, Senate No. 2203,
sponsored by Senator Scott, was introduced in the Senate
and referred to the Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee.

On Wednesday, June 18, we became aware that a
hearing was scheduled in the Assembly Committee for
Monday, June 23, at 9:30 a.m. A telephone call program
was implemented to recruit assistance from Assessors
around the state in contacting committee members to
explain our position. On Friday, June 20, we were advised
that the Senate version would be heard in committee 10:00
a.m., June 23. Late that afternoon it was decided that
AMAN] President Hobbs, Attorney John Lloyd and I would
be in Trenton for both hearings.

Fortunately our efforts and the efforts of other affected
groups were able to result in both bills being held in
committee "at the request of the sponsor.” Beyond that
A-2777 was scheduled for a floor vote on Thursday, June
26. This also did not occur.

The pressure is temporarily off. These bills could and
probably will move again when the legislature returns in
the fall. All of us need to express our concerns to those
members of the legislature with whom we have good
relationships. The independence of future Assessors is at
stake!

NRAAO "97 - Danczr;" to the Fabulous Grease Band.

NJAAO

W
T 7.

MEMBER
International Association
of Assessing Officers

THE NJ CHAPTER OF IAAO
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
TO JOIN
PLEASE CALL
PAM S. PERLMAN
1-201-664-7100 ext. 117
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NRAAO 1997 ATLANTIC CITY

Judge Rimm and John Lloyd, Esq. Passing on the baton. President Glock giving Beverly Bova-Scarano
the gavel to 1998 President Frank Lally, addressing one of the
Delaware. : SesSions.

Conference attendees enjoying a break in the meetings.




et Jergep Asgsessors Bulletin

Page 11

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
ISSUES REPORT

Submitted by Betsy Barr, Past Pres., AMANJ

The nominating committee issued its report at the an-
nual board meeting at the June Conference. Chair Betsy
Barr reported that the Committee met and unanimously
endorsed the following candidates:

Secretary: Vicky Mickiewicz, Dover Twp., Island
Heights (Ocean)

Vice President - Burlington, Monmouth, Ocean: Fred
Millman, Brick, Tuckerton (Ocean)

Vice President - Essex, Morris, Union: Victor Lupi,
Summit (Union) ‘

Vice President - Mercer, Middlesex, Somerset: Jean
Jacobsohn, Plainsboro (Middlesex)

Nominations will also be accepted by petition.

The election will be held at the annual meeting in At-
lantic City in connection with the League of Municipali-
ties in November.

Top Ten Ways to Avoid Investigation
by the Lord High Directorate

submitted by the Atlantic City Committee

Move out of Glen Rock.

Keep ratio at 10%.

Register Republican.

Hire Local Property Field Rep to do your NJ-1040
Go "on-line" with Vital.

Wash Christie's helicopter.

Give Chuck Haytaian a big hug and kiss.

Have a "Flono Free" bumper sticker on your car.
Never file an SR-6.

Stay in bed.

mRNW R Lo 00O

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
REPORT

Submitted by Walt Kosul & Biil Birchail

Senator Robert J. Martin's bill to revise access to public
records (S-332) was on the agenda for a meeting of the State
Budget and Appropriations Committee on Monday, June
23, 1997. We were concerned about the bill because of the
nature of some of the information we collect in the course
of the assessment process. While we were prepared to
testify in opposition to the bill, a pre-meeting conference
with the sponsor made us aware that our concemns were
addressed by one of the proposed amendments scheduled
to be adopted at that meeting. The amendment in question
is contained in section 14 of the bill as amended. This
section begins with the general statement: "Nothing
contained in this act shall be construed to require or permit
disclosure of . . ." A long list of specific items follows,

ocutlined alphabetically. Item "v" in this list reads:

". .. property record cards maintained by
municipalities or tax assessors; provided,
however, that a requestor who has filed a tax
appeal shall not be prohibited from obtaining
through the ordinary course of discovery in the
tax appeal the property record card of the
property under appeal as well as the property
cards of any properties being used as
comparables.”

We believe that this amendment should alleviate any
concerns regarding property record information and when
signed into law, should be helpful to us.

Mantin
Appraisal

Associates, Inc.

Commercial

134 Franklin Corner Rd. » Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 + 609-896-2245 « Fax 609-896-1533

* Appraisals
+ Sales

Industrial

« Consulting

BUI|d|ng » Lease and Management

» Feasibility Analysis

Land
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COMPUTERIZED MUNICIPAL REVALUATIONS & REASSESSMENTS

ALTY APPRAISAL COMPANY

SPECIALIZING IN NEW JEASEY PROPERTY VALUATION SINCE 1934

A NEW JERSEY ORGANIZATION
DEDICATED TO SERVING NEW JERSEY ASSESSORS

4912 Bergenline Avenue, West New York, New Jersey
201-867-3870

Help your
editor!

Send me your photos,
quips, clippings, ete.

Send me your tired,
your weary . ..

Assessors Bulletin
c¢/o Brian Vigue, Editor
18 N. First Street
Pleasantville, NJ
08232-2647

Next issue Qct. 1997
Deadline for submission
September 10, 1997

came, we saw, we

learned, we mourned the Fivers' loss.

Association of Municipal Assessors of New Jersey, BULK RATE
Publisher U.S. Postage
NEW JERSEY ASSESSORS BULLETIN PAID
Brian Vigue, Editor Pleasantville, N..f, 08232
Pleasantville, NJ 08232-2647 Permit No. 424

MICKIENICZ, witky - gssessmp

i e 123



