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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

... We have just finished the
A Rutgers Conference which was
well attended by assessors and
staff.

It is my understanding that
the legislature approved the
} continuing education fund with
f- an increase in  the
appropriations.

John Baldwin, the Director,
Division of Taxation, spoke at
the opening session of the conference. Director
Baldwin spoke about the Property Tax Study Com-
mission and the recommendations by past commis-
sions that assessment districts be regionalized. He
suggested the association explore the idea.

The association was honored to have as our
guest at the semi-annual meeting Barbara Brunner,
President-Elect of the I.A.A.O. Barbara was weil
received and extended a warm invitation to attend
the I.A.A.O. Conference to be held October 28-31 in
Hollywood, Florida.

The assessor’s insurance plan was discussed at
the semi-annual meeting. There was quite a bit of
confusion about the plans. The insurance plans will
be reviewed at the executive board meeting in
August. :

The conference was a sober one because of the
untimely death of our beloved secretary, Ken Beck.
Ken was a true professional and will be missed by
all assessors in the state.

The position of secretary will hopefully be fill-
ed by the time this bulletin is printed.

In closing, I hope everyone has a happy and safe
summer. Stephen Kessler

MARCHING & CHOWDER OUTING
WOOD LAKE COUNTRY CLUB, LAKEWOOD, N.J.
FRIDAY, AUGUST 24, 1984
COCKTAILS 78 P.M. DINNER 8 P.M,
$25.00 Per Person

Dinner reservations must be made no later than
August 13th. Call Tom McCullurn—201-376-5800.

GOLF: CHAS. FOUQUET-—201-263-4271
TENNIS: COURTS AVAILABLE
MONMOUTH PARK: BERNIE MARX-201-842-2400
FISHING: JIM ANDERSON—201-892-3434

THE UNRELIABLE EYE
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C.T.A. RESULTS

Twenty-seven persons qualified to become
Imunicipal tax assessors on March 24, 1984 by pass-
ing an examination conducted by the Division of
Taxation.

Fifty-six persons were tested as the six-hour ex-
gm was held simultaneously at three locations in the

tate.

Those who received passing grades are:

BERGEN COUNTY: James P. Cigolini, Fairview
Borough; James E. Hall, Teterboro Borough.

BURLINGTON COUNTY: Marge K. Carroll,
Delran Township; Barbara E. Shockey, Moorestown
Township; Mary-Ellen Ferrell, Springfield
Township.

CAMDEN COUNTY: Douglas V. Kolton, Cherry
Hill Township.

CAPE MAY COUNTY: Edgar T. Huston, Jr.
Upper Township.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY: Kathi Meale,
Vineland City.

ESSEX COUNTY: Gerard N. Pontrelli; Irv-
ington Town; Ambrose B. Finnerty, Jr., Millburn
Township.

HUNTERDON COUNTY: David M. Gill, East
Amwell Township; Warren M. Moxley, Flemington
Borough.

MERCER COUNTY: Mark S. Whitt, Hopewell
Borough; Carol A Casky, Princeton Township.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY: George Yahnel,
Jamesburg Borough; Nicholas M. Dukas, South
Brunswick Township.

MONMOUTH COUNTY: Edwin M. Morse, Mid-
dletown Township.

OCEAN COUNTY: Howard J. Carpenter, 3rd
Beachwood Borough; Kathleen A. Ferrante,
Berkeley Township; Edward D. Moriarty, Brick
Township, Theresa A. Poznanski, Lacey Township;
Beth Ann Marshall, Stafford Township.

PASSAIC COUNTY: W. Douglas Stewart,
Paterson City; Matthew J. Trella, Wayne Township;
Brian D. Townsend, West Milford Township.

SUSSEX COUNTY: Charles J. Wood, Jr.,
Lafayette Township, John J. Dannhardt, Sparta
Township.

LEASE OF
CERTAIN EXEMPT BUILDINGS

Recently the Branch has received several in-
quiries concerning Chapter 204, Laws of 1983. This
law pertains to educational institutions and the leas-
ing of facilities to other organizations while retain-
ing tax exempt status.

Assessors and all local officials involved with
this subject are advised that the guidelines of this
law are described in the July-August 1983 issue of
the News.

TAX ASSESSOR WANTED

The Township of Dover is seeking applicants
possessing a four year degree or equivalent ex-
perience in real estate appraisal and property tax
assessment work. Applicant must possess a certified
New Jersey State Tax Assessor’s Certificate and
knowledge of duties as required by Title 54 of the
State of New Jersey. Previous experience as a Tax
Assessor in a comparable size community or
equivalent experience in the private sector a plus.
Must be able to supervise a staff of eight full time
employees and be responsible for maintaining 2.5
billion dollars in computerized assessment records
comprised of 33,000 line items.

Competitive renumeration and liberal fringe
benefit package.

Submit resume in strictest confidence to:

Township of Dover

Personnel Office

P.O. Box 728

Toms River, NJ 08734
An equal opportunity employer.

ASSESSOR WANTED

Two northern New Jersey communities seek
licensed assessor to handle 7,000 line items on share
time basis. Should be experienced in revaluation.
Submit resume and salary requirements to Harry
G. Gerken, Township Manager, Municipal Building,
530 Turnpike, Pompton Plains, New Jersey 07444.

APPRAISER WANTED

An appraiser with experience in residential pro-
perties is wanted to work in Morris County and the
surrounding area. C.T.A. is not necessary but at
least one course in the Rutgers Educational Course
is mandatory.

Salary—$19,000 annually and an auto is provid-
ed. For further information call Cathy at 750-9580.

19th ANNUAL
PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR

The 19th annual Professional Seminar, an
outstanding educational evext in the ap-
praisal/assessment field, will be conducted Satur-
day October 27, 1984 at the Diplomat Resort and
Country Clubs in Hollywood, Florida. The seminar
1s cosponsored by five leading professional appraisal
organizations in North America: the American In-
stitute of Real Estate Appraisers, the American
Society of Appraisers, the Appraisal Institute of
Canada, the International Association of Assessing
Officers, and the Society of Real Estate Appraisers.

For information, or to obtain a registration
form, please contact Professional Designation Pro-
gram, IAAO.




LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Because of the lateness of
the hour af the recent open Ex-
ecutive Board meeting at the
Rutgers Conference, I was on-
 ly able to provide a short
report. I had hoped, at that
} time, to give you some cause
or concern on certain pro-
& posals offered by the
legislators. These were impor-
tant proposals because, if
enacted, they would
present a major problem for the assessor in the area
of revaluation.

To date, another proposal surfaced which would
probably wipe out the assessing procedures for con-
dominium conversion.

The proposals in question are A-543, S-1510 and
A-1531. The other proposal which has been offered
is A-2068. I would recommend that assessors reading
this report record these bills. I wonder, affer this
report concerning these bills has been read, how
many of you will take the time to sit down and write
your area representative and cite the ramifications
of A-543, S-1510 and A-2068 if they are enacted into
law.

At the legislative meeting at the Rutgers Con-
ference, members of the committee reviewing A-543
and A-1510 felt that the proposals are redundant and
would be hard to implement besides adding a
20%—30% increase in the cost of revaluation. To
those who are not familiar with the provisions set
forth in these similar proposals, let me relate them
to you. A municipality conducting a revaluation has
a period of time ranging from three (3) days to thir-
ty (30) days to provide each property owner with an
appraisal report after an inspection is made on the
property. At the hearing held by the Assembly Coun-
ty & Municipal Government Committee on A-543,
members of the State Association appeared and
registered an objection to this bill. The bill however,
cleared the committee because of the ravings of the
sponsor. The bill has since passed the Assembly by
a wide margin. It should be emphasized that in the
recent rules and regulations provided by the Local
Property Tax Bureau, R.S. 18:124.9 (Taxzpayer
review procedure) there are many provisions for
providing the property owner with the necessary in-
formation concerning his property and if the provi-
sions of A-543 is further added, it should be made per-
missive and not mandatory. Only municipalities who
can afford this option should be permitted to do so.

The other proposal, A-2068 provides for a change
in the evaluation of apartments converted to con-
dominiums. This bill allows, even though a complete
approval was given for the condo conversion of the
complex, for the units to be assessed as condos only
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Why Does CLT/RPA
Have So Many
Repeat Clients?

Because we believe in service.

And because our expertise sets the standard for
the industry,

And also because we're committed to integrity
and professionalism.

But don't be convinced by mere words. Let us
show you!

Real Property

a division of Cole-Layer-Trumble Company

Appraisers

2800 Route 130
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077
609/829-3131

CiTAlA

after they are sold and unsold condos be assesed as
a single parcel. The proposal not only nullifies Ch.
2P.L. 1975, but also is contrary to the court’s judge-
ment in the “Briskin v. Aflantic City” and
“Presidential Towers v. City of Passaic.” What was
unique about this proposal is that it was first in-
troduced on May 24, 1984, reviewed on June 25, 1984
and passed the Assembly on June 28-29 (marathon
session) 1984. I have just received a fiscal note on
Senate Bill =5 (similar to A-2068) and it was stated
by the Division of Taxation that neither State nor
local revenues would be affected; however, there
could be a sizeable shift in the local property tax
burden in those municipalities where condo units
represent a large portion of the tax base. I may also
add that this proposal could influence more tax ap-
peals based on discrimination.

An amendment was added to A-2068 on June 25,
1984 which mandates that “any assessment made on
any property pursuant to this section (provisions in
the proposal) shall take into account the impact of
the existence of protected tenancies upon the true
market value of the property including, but not
limited to, the term and probable duration of any
protected tenancy.” This provision alone is going to
create many situations when value has to be deter-
mined through the rules and regulations pro-
mulgated by the Director of the Division of Taxation
for the purpose of this act.

George C. Harraka, Chairman
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CHAPTER 220 OF THE LAWS OF 1982
DECLARED UNCONSTITUTIONAL

Last fall your Association in-
stituted suit in the Superior
Court seeking a declaratory
TN judgment that Chapter 220 of
€ the Laws of 1982 violates the

New Jersey Constitution. Also

joining in this suit were the
; New Jersey State League of
Municipalities and two

individual Bergen County taxpayers. Chapter 220
provides that no newly constructed single family
dwelling shall be added to the assessment list until
a certificate of occupancy has been issued and the
structure is actually occupied and used for residen-
tial purposes. The Act further provides that no such
building may be omitted from taxation for a period
in excess of 24 months. Lastly, the Act is applicable
to all such structures the construction of which was
commenced on or after December 29, 1982. For pur-
pose thereof, construction is defined as having com-
menced on the date that the footings are inspected.

Chapter 220 was attacked on two grounds. First,
it was challenged as being violative of Article 8, Sec-
tion 1, Paragraph 1(a) of the New Jersey Constitu-
tion which secures the assessment of all real proper-
ty according to the same standard of value and by
uniform rules. Second, if the Act were deemed fo be
an exemption statute, it nonetheless contravenes Ar-
ticle 8, Section 1, Paragraph 2 of the New Jersey Con-
stitution because it constitutes a special rather than
a general law.

Although Chapter 220 neither uses the word ex-
emption in its title or bedy, nor is classified in the
exemption section of the statute, the Court nonethe-
less was satisfied that the overall purpose of the Act
was to grant an exemption from taxation. This be-
ing so, the sole question presented was whether the
law was special or general in its application. In
resolving this issue, the Court held that the fest is
not what is included in the statutory classification,
but what is excluded. If no one is excluded who
should be encompassed, the law is general. Put
another way, a law is general if it equally affects all
members of a group who, bearing in mind the pur-
poses of legislation, are distinguished by
characteristics sufficiently discernible to make them
a class by themselves.

In reaching its decision the Court first had to
ascertain the legislative objective in enacting
Chapter 220. Based upon the legislative committee
statement, the conditional veto message of Gover-
nor Kean, and the recornmendations contained in a
report of the Housing Emergency Action Team, the
Court concluded that the purpose of the bill was the
alleviation of financial hardship for builders and

developers occasioned by delays in conveying prop-
erties on which they have constructed new dwell-
ings and the reduction of the cost of new housing in
New Jersey. Thus narrowed, the issue was whether
Chapter 220 excluded from its scope categories of
new construction which should have been included,
given the purpose of the bill. Judge Evers, writing
for the Superior Court, held that the selection of the
narrow category of single family residential im-
provements renders the Act unconstitutional. There
is no rational basis, he observed, for excluding
residential dwelling having two or more units, multi-
family high density dwellings or cooperative apart-
ment properties, since, presumably, construction of
these categories of residential improvements also
tend to reduce the cost of housing in the State.
Unless an appeal is taken by the attorney
general and a stay issued, assessors will be permit-
ted fo recognize on their added and omitted assess-
ment lists all newly constructed single family
residential dwellings erected after December 29,

1982. Edward G. Rosenblum
WOODLAND MANAGEMENT
CONFERENCE

September 15, 1984 is the date set for the Second

Annual Woodland Management Conference course
offered by Cook College, Rutgers University, in co-
operation with the New Jersey Bureau of Forest
Management and the New Jersey Tree Farm Com-
mittee. The conference will be held on the Douglass
College campus in Hickman Hall and will begin with
registration and coffee at 8:30.

This conference offers a one-day review of prac-
tical information designed to assist woodland owners
and managers to improve their woodlands for per-
sonal pride, public benefit and to qualify for New
Jersey’s farmiand tax assessment.

Topics to be considered include Farmland
Assessment, Do Your Woodlands Qualify?, Qualify-
ing Woodlands for Farm Assessment, An Assessor’s
Case Study, Strategies For Woodland Management,
Assistance is Available To Woodiot Owners; Good
Forestry Management Is Good Wildlife Manage-
ment; Markets For Timber, Harvesting Timber
With a Consultant Forester; and, Reforestation and
Tree Planting. A registration fee of $20.00, $15.00 for
spouse, includes coffee breaks and lunch. All
registration fees must be received prior to
September 17th, 1984. Registrations received beyond
this date or at the door will be $30.00. Fees must be
paid in full in order for applications to be considered.
Make check or money order payable to Rutgers
University, and send to Mrs. Norma Wanson, Cook
College, Office of Short Courses & Professional
Training, P.O. Box 231, New Brunswick, N.J. 08303.
For additional information, contact Mrs. Norma
Wanson, telephone (201) 932-9271.




ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPAL
ASSESSORS OF NEW JERSEY
MINUTES BI-ANNUAL MEETING
JUNE 14, 1984

Pres. Kessler introduced Barbara Brunner,
Pres. Elect of the I.A.A.0. Ms. Brunner expressed
regrets from Pres. Joe Vic as prior committments
prevented his attendance. She extended a warm in-
vitation to attend the I.A.A.Q. Conference to be held
Oct. 28- 31, 1984, in Hollywood, Florida. The .A.A.O.
will be celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. A
suggestion was proposed that the N.J. Education
committee meet with the I.A.A.O. Education Chair-
man with reference fo future courses and
instruction.

Larry Henbest expounded upon the untimely
death of Ken Beck, sec’y of our association, A pro-
clamation to declare this 31st annual New Jersey
Assessors Continuing Education Program be called
the ‘“Ken Beck Conference” in honor of his dedica-
tion to the Education Programs of our association.
The Toms River Fire Department has established
an Education Fund in his name and has requested
the participation of our association of the same. No
action was taken on this request.

Minutes of the meeting of April 26th were ap-
proved as submitted by the secretary.

Correspondence: Acting secretary Cross read
a letter from the Honorable Thomas Kean, Gover-
nor, with reference to N.J. State Pension Study
Commission.

Treasurer’s Report was submitted for approval
by Joseph Crane. Mr Bailey questioned the un-
balanced budget and possible over expenditures of
certain items in the budget. Treas. Crane stated the
difference was due to the fact that interest of the sav-
ings account was not entered to July 1st and that dif-
ference would then balance the proposed budget.
Motion carried with one nay vote registered. Fur-
ther discussion on the budget ensued. Motion was
made by Bill Bailey and seconded by Bob Ebert to
amend the budget as follows: Motion to amend the
budget by reducing the I.A.A.Q. account by $500 in
anticipation of a balanced budget. Vote on amend-
ment was polied as follows: 43 votes for amendment,
36 votes against—motion carried. Further discussion
stipulated that the $500 may be reinstated by ap-
proval of the Executive Board at a later date.

Legal Fund/Self Insurance Plan: Ed
Rosenblum, council for the association reveiwed the
two proposals for the membership. A vigorous
discussion ensued, with various members making
recommendations for and against both proposals.
Ted Payne made a motion to discuss self insurance
to eliminate confusion that existed. Seconded by J.
Terhune. A vote was taken during the discussion
period of this motion for self insurance plan or
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Lloyd’s of London Plan. Outcome was 45 votes for
Lloyds of London vs 34 votes for self insurance. Jim
Anderson proposed motion for the Study Committee
to be empowered to rewrite specification for the
Lloyds of London Insurance Plan. Seconded by John
Coan. John Murray stated that the self insurance
plan was approved by the Exec. Board at the last
meeting and the current voie was contrary to either
decision due to the confusion on the voting at this
meeting. Motion was made to table the motions on
the insurance plan and take it back to the next Ex-
ecutive Board for future discussion and/or action.
Motioned seconded and passed.

Dues vote tabled till November meeting.
Nominating Committee: At the closed Exec.
Board Meeting the following committee was elected
or appointed. Pres. Nominations: Gloria Cross;
Chairperson, John Murray, and James Anderson.
Elected by Exec. Board: Charles Grayson, William
Hunt, Eli Serlenga, George Harraka, John Coan, and
Margaret Jeffers. Positions open for Elections:
President Elect and 4 vice presidents.
Gloria A. Cross

Local Property Tax—Burden of Proof—
Taxpayer’s complaint dismissed where building
residual technique of the income approach to vaiue
is rejected for use of unsupported land value, and
no market data presented for taxpayer’s experts
“stabilized” rental income or capitalization rate.




Page Six

OFFICERS
President—Stephen Kessler
Vice Presidents—Robert Ebert, Carolyn Landi,
James Terhune, Robert Pastor,
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Thomas Lawrence
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Association of Municipal Assessors of New Jersey
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Editor—Louis Schick

William Birchall, Jr.
Barbara Clark

What is a reassessment?
~ What is the purpose of a
- reassessment?

Why have a reassessment?

What is the difference between

a reassessment and a

revaluation?

Ask three assessors these
questions and you will probably
get three different answers. The reassessment
regulations proposed by the Association of Municipal
Assessors are certainly not conducive to an assessor.

The stringent requirements would add to the
cost of a revaluation, much less encourage an in-
house reassessment.

In my opinion there is no reason the reassess-
ment can’t be done from property record cards,
making physical inspections when it is felt to be
necessary.

I know many assessors won’t agree with me but
I feel that the purpose of a reassessment is not,
primarily, to reach a 100% ratio. It should be done
to improve the ratio and improve the co-efficient of
deviation.

Improve, not perfect.

If a town has a ratio of 90% and, because of ris-
ing sales prices, the ratio might drop seven or eight
points, what is wrong with bringing it up to 90%
again? Isn’t this a reassessment?

' I think the rules and regulations should be such
that an assessor and community would welcome a
reassessment that will resuit in a respectable ratio.

Remember, this is One Man’s Opinion.

Lou Schick

SOUTH RIVER FACES SUIT

The Middlesex County Tax Board has filed suit
against the Borough of South River in an effort to
have them complete a revaluation for 1985.

'ONE MAN’S OPINION

IN MEMORIAM

Kenneth H. Beck, Dover Township Assessor,
met an untimely death on June 4, 1984. He would
have been 52 years old on July 26th.

Ken, secretary of the New Jersey Assessors’
Association, was also the Assessor for the Boro of
Island Heights.

Ken moved to Toms River at an early age and
served in many public positions such as being an ex-
tra duty police officer of the Dover Township Police
Department, past Fire Chief of the Toms River Fire
Company, past Captain of the Toms River First Aid
Squad and was a coach for the Toms River Little
League.

He was active in the assessing field and besides
being the secretary of the State Association, he serv-
ed as chairman of the Education Committee, a
member of the Planning Committee for Continuing
Bducation at Rutgers and past president of the
Ocean County Assessor’s Association.

Ken Beck will be missed.

Cooperative Apartment House—Valuation—
Discrimination
Held there is no single doctrinaire approach in
valuation of a cooperative apartment structure.
Market approach accepted; cost approach rejected.
Argument of violation of equal protection rights and
on unconstitutionality of N.J.S.A. 54:51A and
N.J.8.A. 54:3-27.2 rejected. “Outside” sales prices
of shares plus cash equivalent value of mortgage

represents upper limit of value . Deduction for “pro-

jected tenancies” holding period allowed. Deduc-
tions for excess taxes and conversion costs rejected.
Discrimination relief granted, but discrimination
claim based on unweighted/unclassified ratio re-

jected. Berkley Arms Apartment Corp. v. Hacken-

sack City—N.J. Tax—(Tax Court of New Jersey,
December 15, 1983).
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SPECIALISTS IN:

Arruco Lomputen TecHnowooy

Division of L & J Technical Services, inc.

1220 U.S. HIGHWAY 22, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092, U.S.A. » (201) 654-7500 =

*COMPUTER ASSISTED TAX ASSESSING
*ON-LINE MUNICIPAL DATA BASE SYSTEMS
*COMPUTER HARDWARE

SALES RATIO: NEW PROCEDURE

In keeping with the Administration’s policy of
providing more efficient and economical New Jersey
Government services, Local Property Branch
Superintendent John C. Raney has announced a new
computerized sales ratio procedure.

Effective July 1, 1984 with the commencerment
of the new sampling period for the 1985 Table of
Equalized Valuations, revised and renumbered
SR-1A form will be distributed.

All blank SR-1A forms previously allocated must
be returned to the Local Property Branch.

The amended procedure and computerized
system will, at once, compile information from the
revised SR-1A form for the sales ratio system, as
well as required data for the Branch’s appraisal sec-
tion, the realty transfer fee and homestead rebate
programs.

Although all fields which currently appear on the
SR-1A form will be utilized, additional information
will be required concerning condominiums, com-
mercial properties, additional blocks and lots, and
homestead rebate. A revised set of instructions will
be furnished to all county boards of taxation and
municipal tax assessors. All officials concerned with
this subject are urged to adhere strictly to the new
instructions. '

Assessors and county boards of taxation are
reminded that all deeds and SR-1A’s for the current
sampling period must be processed and received in
the Local Property Branch before August 6 cut-off
date established for processing by the Branch.

MAYORS TO DISCUSS
REVALUATION

The states 10 largest cities will send mayors and
other legislators to a symposium in September that
will focus on the effects of a real property
revaluation,

Sponsored by the city of Newark and Rutgers
University, its purpose, said Mayor Kenneth Gibson,
of Newark, was to consider alternative solutions to
the ‘“threats posed by revaluation.”

Newark has not had a revaluation since 1957.

Vacancy Decontrol—Income Tax Benefits

Adoption of a vacancy control ordinance was
reasonably forseeable on the assessing date, and its
effect neutralized any adverse impact rent control
may have had on value. Income tax benefits in the
form of depreciation allowances and favorable
capital gains treatment upon sale may be properly
considered when valuing large apartment properties
with little or no vacancies. Settlement of part of case
enforced. Inwood at Great Notch v. Tp. of Little
Falls—N.J. Tax—(Tax Court of New Jersey,
February 17, 1984).

Dedication of Land to Public Use

Land required to be conveyed to municipality in
connection with subdivision application remains sub-
ject to local taxes until deed executed and delivered
in absense of evidence of prior acceptance of dedica-
tion by governing body. Bellemead Development
Corp. v. Tp. of Lyndhurst—N.J. Tax—( Tax Court
of New Jersey, February 7, 1984).

REAL ESTATE
Appraisals

A full service, real estate appraisal company serving the
mid-Atlantic states. Our twenty years experience in
Commaercial, Indusirial, Investment and Special Purpose
Properties assures you of a highly professional and
accurate appraisal in a fully detailed report.
William Ard M.A.I.
George Champlin M.A.L
James O’Connelf M.A.L.
Edward Ard C.T.A.

and staff

APPRAISAL CO.

250 E. Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
{201) 654-4545

223 Drum Point Road, Brick Town, New Jersey 08723
(201) 920-1950
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REVALUATION AND APPRAISAL SERVICE INC.
388 Pompton Avenue, Suite 3, Cedar Grove, N. J.

(201) 239-3110

TOM SIMMONS

APPRAISALS @ MUNICIPAL REVALUATIONS @ ASSESSORS ASSISTANCE e URBAN RENEWAL

PAUL EBERT

SENATE, NO. 1820

An Act concerning the collection of certain coun-
ty and school taxes, supplementing chapter 4 of Ti-
tle 54 of the Revised Statutes and repealing R.S.
54:4--74, R.S. 54:4—75 and R.S. 54:4—76.

Be it enacted by the State and General Assembly
of the State of New Jersey:

1. Each county shall be responsible for the levy-
ing and collection of its property taxes by directly
assessing and billing property owners within that
county.

2. Each school district shall be responsibie for rais-
ing its own local funds by directly assessing and bill-
ing property owners within that school district.

3. The Director of the Division of Taxation shall,
pursuant to the ‘“Administrative Procedure Act,”
P.L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B—1 et seq.), promulgate
the rules and regulations necessary to implement the
provisions of this act.

4. R.S.54:4—74, R.S. 54:4—75 and R.S. 54:4—76 are
repealed.

5. This act shall take effect immediately and app-
1y to revenues to be raised by counties and school
districts in fiscal years beginning on or after that
date.

This bill requires counties and school districts
to levy and collect their own taxes for the purpose
of raising revenues, rather than having the
municipalities of the State support their expen-
ditures through the levy of the municipal property
tax.

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1213

SIGNED INTO LAW

Assembly Bill No. 1213 was enacted on January
17, 1984 and became Chapter 513, Laws of 1983.

The law, which amends Chapter 395, P.L. 1977,
requires that copies of 1and use ordinances must be
transmitted to the assessor immediately after the
adoption of such ordinances, together with copies of
any official summaries of the ordinances published
during the process of their adoption.

Local Property Tax Requirement for Payment
of All Taxes under N.J.S.A. 54:2-39 at Time of Fil-
ing Complaint Does Not Apply to Direct Appeals
from Municipal Assessments Exceeding
$750,000—The Appellate Division of Superior Court
reversed the Tax Court’s judgment of dismissal in
3N.J. Tax 439 (1981) and remanded this case to the
Tax Court. The Appellate Court held that N.J.S.A.
54:2-39, requiring all taxes due and payable be paid
prior to the filing of a complaint, does not apply to
direct appeals to the Tax Court from municipal
assessments exceeding $750,000; instead, the pay-
ment obligation under N.J.S.A. 54:3-27 applies.
(N.J.S.A. 54:2-39 has since been repealed by P.L.
1983, c. 45, and replaced by N.J.S.A. 54:51A-1, thus
clarifying that ambiguity). Powder Mill I Associates
v. Township of Hamilton (Atlantic County) 190 N.J.
Super. 63-(App. Div. 1983).

SPECIAL FIRST-YEAR
DUES OFFER EXTENDED

Under the special offer, new members joining
the association before October 31 will receive one
year of membership for $45. The special offer applies
fo all categories of IAAO membership, except those
for which dues would normally be lower than $45, but
agencies of JAAQ may not take advantage of the of-
fer by transferring memberships from one in-
dividual to another.

FROM TYPEWRITER TO MOD IV

We have worked for Assessors and Tax Collectors
for 25 years.

The Municipalities who started with us are still
our CUSTOMERS.

This may mean something to you.

mRNLET)QTH PROCESSING

201-843-5005

Paramus. New Jersey
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MUNICIPAL REVALUATION / ASSESSMENT EQUALIZATION

ALTY APPRAISAL COMPANY

SPECIALIZING IN NEW JERSEY PROPERTY VALUATION SINCE 1934

A NEW JERSEY ORGANIZATION
DEDICATED TO SERVING NEW JERSEY ASSESSORS

4912 Bergenliné Avenue, West New York, New Jersey

UNION 7.3870

UNION 7.0015

LOCAL PROPERTY TAX

Taxpayer Required to Supply Income Informa-
tion Requested by Assessor Under N.J.S.A. 54:4-34.
On direct appeal under N.J.S.A. 94:3-21, the Tax
Court dismissed the plaintiff’s complaint for failure
to comply with N.J.S.A. 54:4-34 which requires a tax-
payer owning income-producing property to supply
income information to local property tax assessor
on request. The statute provides for a written re-
quest by the assessor for income information sent
by certified mail. Where there is a failure or refusal
to reply within 45 days, the assessor may reasonably
determine the full and fair value of the property
from any information in his possession or availabie
to him. If there is a failure or refusal to respond to
the assessor’s written request for information within
45 days of the request, the statute provides that no

appeal may be taken from the assessor’s valuation. °

In this case, neither any reply was made to the
assessor’s request sent by certified mail nor any ex-

planation given for the failure to respond to the re-
quest. In dismissing the plaintiff’s complaint, the
court said that the statute does not involve a mere
procedural matter; it goes to the very substance of
assessing practices and is mandatory.

The court also said that under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 54:3-21, an assessment exceeding $750,000
may be taken in a direct appeal to the Tax Court.
N.J.S.A. 2A:3A-4a permits the Tax Court to grant
legal and equitable relief to a taxpayer, who for good
cause shown, could not furnish the requested infor-
mation within the required time and upon applica-
tion to the Tax Court could assure that the assessor
would have the required information before the
assessment date. No such application was made to
the court in this case, but simply a failure and
refusal to comply with a legal and reasonable re-
quest. Judgment was entered under R4:42-1(b)
dismissing the plaintiff’s complaint. Terrace View
Gardens v. Township of Dover N.J. Tax- (Tax Court
of New Jersey, April 30, 1982).
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