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Nominating Committee

The Executive Board of the Association of Municipal
Assessors of New Jersey held a special meeting on June 23,
1978 to appoint a Nominating Committee as prescribed in
the Constitution & By-Laws, which states that “during the
June Conference each year, a Nominating Committee shall
be formed consisting of nine (9) members, of which three
(3) members shall be appointed by the President and six (6)
members shall be elected by the Executive Committee.
The President shall designate one member as chairman.”

_The three individuals appointed by the President are:
John Murray, Chairman—Millburn, Essex County
Sam Befarah—Asbury Park, Monmouth County
Carolyn Landi—Wyckoff, Bergen County
The six individuals elected by the Executive Board are:
+ George Harraka—Summit, Union County
Dick Dann—Woodbury, Gloucester County
Joseph Buck—Edison, Middlesex County
Sam Katz—Hillside, Union County
Al Stack—Laurel Springs, Camden County-
Vicky Mickiewicz—Dover Twp., Ocean County
The following are the offices which are open:

Office Name Can or Cannot
Succeed Themselves

President-Elect — —
Vice President  James Anderson cannot
Vice President  Gloria Cross cannot
Vice President  Claire Young can

'Vice President  William Birchall can
Treasurer Charles Taylor can

The Special Executive Board meeting was adjourned,
so that the Open Executive Board meeting could begin.

In Our Legislature

Locaiy Property Tax—Assessments of Residential
Property—Chapter 434 P.L. 1977 (approved February 28,
1978). Provides that property which was assessed as
residential property and upon revision of a zoning or-
dinance becomes situate in a commercial or industrial zone
shall continue to be assessed as residential property so long
as the owner at the time of the zoning ordinance change
continues to reside therein.

x ok *

Current tax bills are the most balanced legislation.
They usually contain something to disappoint almost
everybody.

AN

Why do we have to assess the desert!!




SRV T EVRE R

Page Two

High Court Rules
On Water Land

The Hackensack Water company was favored by a New
Jersey Supreme Court decision that reduced the value of
the land at the bottom of a reservoir in Old Tappan from
over $2,000 per acre to $670 per acre.

The Bergen County Board of Taxation had reduced the
total asséssment by $3.3 million to $3.8 million, putting a
value of $2,500 per acre on submerged land.

The company appealed to the Division of Tax Appeals
and the assessment was further reduced from $3.8 million
to $2.8 million.

The borough appealed the decision and the Appeliate
Division .of Superior Court upheld it.

The court said the land had to be viewed as potential
sites for home and commercial construction but engineers
testified that the cost of draining and dismantling the dam
was more than the value of the land so the case was reman-
ded to the Division of Tax Appeals for a new determination
of the market value of the underwater acreage.

An interesting point brought ou; is that all assessments
must “‘bear some relationship to reality.”

Local Property Tax—Lease of Portion of Tax Exempt
Property—Chapter 370, P.L. 1977 (approved February 6,
1978). Permits colleges, schools, academies or seminaries
to lease a portion of tax-exempt property without loss of
its tax exempt status en the remainder of property not
leased. The leased’ portxon wouild be subject to real
property taxation:

* % %

Local Property Tax—Payment of Real Estate Taxes on

Appeal From Assessmient—Chapter 357, P.L. 1977 (ap-

" proved January 31, 1978). Provides for payment of real es-

tate taxes of no less than the first % where an appeal from
an assessment is filed and allows an 8% penalty to be paid
only on delinquent refunds.

x X ¥

Local Property Tax—Property Tax Exemption to
Widows of Disabled Veterans—-Chapter 377, P.L. 1977 (ap-
proved February 8, 1978). Allows property tax exemptions
to widows of disabled veterans who were entitled to such
exemption but who died before actually receiving it.

* Xk 0= .

Local Property Tax-—Mobile Homes—Taxation as Real
Property—The Appellate division affirmed the determina-
tion of the Division of Tax Appeals in ruling that mobile
homes sitnated on leased land were subject to tax as real
property. The mobile homes were “so integrated with the
land as to be considered as real estate and taxable as such
within the meaning” of the real property tax statute.
Koester v. Hunterton-County Board of Taxation. Appellate
Division, January 12, 1978.

MEETING NEW JERSEY
REAL ESTATE APPRAISAL NEEDS

APPRAISAL CO.

. a statewide company

WILLIAM T. ARD, M.ALL

BRICKTOWN  HADDONFIELD WESTFIELD

_-
What a good thing Adam had—when he said a good
thing, he knew nobody had said it before.

Cleminghaw”

appraisers

Specialists in The Revaluation
of MUNICIPALITIES for

Local Tax
Equalization Purposes

Since 1923, the J. M. Cleminshaw Co. has helped
Assessors achieve tax equalization of real, personal,
and public utility properties as expertly and fairly as
humanly possible.. The experience of over 150 apprais-
ers in the revaluation of over 500 towns, cities, and
counties in 27 states is available to you at a cost that
is extremely low in comparison with the benefits
received.

YOUR INQUIRY IS CORDIALLY INVITED

Regional Office: P. O, Box 2
Fort Lee, N. J. 07024,

Our brochure and descriptive literature
are available upon request.
THE J. M. CLEMINSHAW CO.

1601 Brookpark Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44109
216—661-713¢

¢
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%C QUALITY SERVICES -

«ANNUAL MAINTENANCE
~CONSULTING STUDIES
*MANUAL PREPARATION

~EnECY

1M

~ANOMa, A
) APRARES

*EQUALIZATION PROGRAMS APPRAISALS

<AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY
*ORTHOPHOTO BASE MAPPING
OWNERSHIP MAPPING
TOPGGRAPHIC MAPPING

AUTOMATED VALUATION SERVICES, INC.
615 West Highland Avenue
Ebensburg, Pa. 154631
Phone: (814) 472.7700

MAPPING

*MARKET ANALYSIS
*ANNUAL UPDATING
*ROLLSeABSTRACTSeBILLS
*COURT SYSTEMS

DATA
PROCESSING

Woodland Meeting

A meeting was held in the Office of Director Sidney Glaser on
Tuesday, May 16, 1978 at 1:30 P.M. to discuss Senate Bill S-176 and
the woodland problem.

This meeting was called by Director Glaser at the direction of
the Senate Revenue and Finance Committee as a result of its hear-
ing on §-176 held on Thursday, May 11, 1978,

William Zuzzio briefed Director Glaser and the group on $-
176.

Director Glaser questioned the true intent of S-176 in
eliminating 100% woodland tracts from the Farmiand Assessment
Act.

Arthur West argued that all woodland can and should be
qualified under the existing Farmland Assessment Act. He said
that Section 46.1 of the Municipal Land Use Law would take care
of problems with woodland.

Assessors pointed out that Section 46.1 applied only where
prelimibary subdivisions were granted and would in no way solve
the problem on 1,800,000 acres of woodland.

Charles Grayson cited acreage figures compiled by the Divi-

sion of Taxation indicating there is presently about 850,000 acres of
untreed open farmiand presently qualified under the Farmland
Assessment Act and about 53,000 acres- of 100% pure woodland
now qualified. State Bureau of Forestry figures indicate there are
an additional 1.000,000-plus acres of 100% pure woodland acres not
currently covered by the Act and S-176 is directed toward
eliminating that 1,000,000 acres of woodland from coverage under
the existing Farmland Assessment Act.

Arthur West argued that a woodland owner need only to clear
and till 5 acres along with his remaining woodland acres and then
could qualify under 8-176. This would accomplish nothing.

Charles Grayson pointed out that the taxpayers of the State
must be given a chance to vote on the guestion as they will have to
bear the burden of the resulting tax shiff. Such woodland is
currently assessed at current market value and not woodland-use
value and there will be a severe loss in ratables. This must be
given consideration. Thus, the Assessors are taking action to have
a Public Referendum on the November bailot to amend the Con-
stitution to establish 2 new Woodland Assessment Act to cover
such woodland. Copies of the Assessors proposed Constitutional
Amendment Bill were submitted.

Arthur West and Secretary Alampi objected to having a
referendum on the subject.

Marriott Haines discussed the probiems confronting assessors

" in dealing with woodland applications, the increésing liberal inter-

pretations of the Courts, and the adamant reaction of non-
woodland and non-farmland property owners to bearing the bur-
den of the resulting tax shift. The Assessor is on the front line ad-
ministering the Law and therefore has a face to face confrontation
with all property owners and taxpayers on the subject.

The question was raised on how Christmas trees would be
covered under S-176.

The Assessors amendment to $-176 was submitted and
discussed.

_Joseph Crane commented that the work “anticipated,” par-
ticularly as applied to woodland qualification, must be specifically
defined as it creates many problems for assessors.

Secretary Alampi suggested that present Woodland Acts in ef-
fect in States across the country should be studied and used as a
guide in revising the Farmland Assegsment Act.

It was pointed out that Assessors have been studying the
woodland problem and various Woodland Acts for the past three
years.

Charles Grayson stated that the Public must be given an op-
portunity to decide the issue since they must bear the cost of
preferential tax treatment for such woodland, and that Assessors
will insist-that there be definite written-rules;-regulations and
guidelines to control qualification of such woodland operations.

It was mentioned that numerous Woodland Court decisions
exist and should be followed by Assessors.

Assessors pointed out that few assessors.get copies of Court
decisions, and then not all of them. Court decisions apply to condi-
tions in a particular case and are not Law but oniy a gmde and
mostly one man’s opinion.

The meeting concluded with Director Glaser requesting all
parties to continue to study the various Woodland Acts in ex-
istence in various states, and to think of possible revision of the
Farmiand Assessment Act to solve the problem.

Director Glaser will call another meeting of the group in six
weeks to further consider the problem.

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 P.M.

Homestead Rebate Act—Annual Single Homestead
Rebate Check—Chapter 356, P.L. 1977 (approved January
31, 1978). Provides for the payment of a single homestead
rebate each year based on the property tax paid in each
preceding year.
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Legislative Report

On Monday, June 27, 1978 the
New Jersey Assembly joined the
New Jersey Senate in adjournment
until sometime early in the fall at
a date to be announced.

Since this legislature has been
called to order in January 1978,
many bills affecting Property Tax
Administration have been either
moved through both houses or have been rejected by one or
the other house.

A brief recap shows that the most prominent of the
bills affecting property tax administration enacted into law
is the revision of the tax courts. Beginning July 1st, 1979,
the State of New Jersey will have for the first time, a full-
time tax court, thereby abolishing the State Division of tax
appeals.

Although guidelines for the implementation of these
laws (8-113-114 & 115) have yet to be made, it would benefit
all assessors to become well aware of those provisions set

forth in these laws. Since tax appeais at the State level will

be heard daily beginning July of 1979, it would behoove
every assessor to be prepared.

Ancther situation facing the assessors this coming fall
is the implementation of Ch. 123. As you probably already
know, A-1283 which calls for an indefinite postponing of Ch.
123, cleared the assembly but it is now in the Senate County
& Municipal Government Committee awaiting further ac-
tion.

The Assessor’s Association was hopeful of moving A-
1492 which calls for an amendment to Ch. 123 whereby the
director’s weighted ratio rather than the .unweighted
average ratio be psed to determine the upper and lower
limits. Because this bill was introduced late in the session
(June 12, 1978) movement through the assembly was side-
tracked due to the priority and extensive debate on other
matters on the agenda. o

. Since Ch. 123 is now in effect, it will be most in-

teresting to see what affect this law is having on different
taxing districts throughout the state. The reason why the
state association has asked for a delay of this law was
because of a fear that the law would have a negative effect
on more taxing districts because of a lack of recent revaluna-
tions. Our input to the Legislature cited this statement on
many occasions. Whether or not Ch. 123 should be
repealed, delayed or amended will be solely dependent on
how efficiently it is now operating. The Legislative Com-
mittee is asking that all assessors who have been involved
in any cases invoiving Ch. 123, to provide us with their input
immediately in order that we may provide the taxation
committee with information substantiating any course of
action that the assessor’s association will be pursuing this

fall. As stated earlier, priority action on other bills preven-
ted further action on Ch. 123 during this session.

One of these bills was A-1413, the Port Authority In-
dustrial Development Bill. Assessors in areas where the
Port Authority is most likely to develop industrially should
become well aware of the contents of this proposal. The
Assessors Association has already supplied the taxation
committee with some recommendations.

The other bill is A-373. or the Transfer Development
Right Bill. The Assessor’s Association has already made
known to the Legislature that this proposal creates a whole
new concept in Property Tax Appraisal. This is the ap-
praisal for ad valorem taxes of a certificate. It has been
pointed out by the Assessors Association on many occasions
that the Transfer Development Right Theory creates
problems in assessing procedure that wouild ultimately be
left for the courts to decide. This theory is now being used
as a pilot program by the New. Jersey Department of
agriculture as ‘a means of preserving farmland and the
latest report is that the program is not working. Before this
theory can work, many questions concerning assessing
procedures must first be answered.

In the matter of farmland the Assessors Association is
having a problem getting S-176 (the Woodland bill) released
from the Senate Revenue and Finance Committee. This is
due to opposition raised by the Farmland Bureau. A
meeting was ordered by Sen. Dwyer for the State Division
of Taxation, the Assessors, The Department of Agriculture
and the Farmland Bureau to try to resolve the difference.
Another meeting was proposed by Mr. Glaser which, at this
writing, is yet to be scheduled. The Assessors Association is
hopeful of getting this Woedland situation moving toward a
successful resolution before the Senate reconvenes in the
fall. It has also been pointed out that a new Woodland Act
similar to the concepts of the Farmiand Assessment Act
will be needed and approval on a referendum by the people
will be required before this can become law.

" In-conclusion, other bills which the Legislative-com-

- mittee will be actively pursuing for enactment are A~539-and
(elmnna i honof the process of elected a5ses561s)-Which is

through the Assembly and is now in the Senate Revenue &
Finance Committee; A-717 (requiring written decisions by
County Boards in Judgements) which has passed the
Assemnbly and is now in the Senate Revenue & Finance
Committee; S$-309 (requiring answers to assessors in-
terrogatories on income producing properties before an ap-
peal can be heard) which has been approved by the Senate
and is now in the Assembly Taxation Committee.

George C. Harraka, Chairman Q

Enthusiasm is the propelling force necessary for climb-
ing the ladder of success, The descent to failure is greased
with the slime of indifference.




Farmland Assessment Committee

A meeting of the Farmland Assessment Committee of the
Association of Municipal Assessors of N. J. was held on May 16,
1978 at 10:00 A.M. in the Lacey Township Municipal Building,
Forked River, N. J.

The following Committee members were present: Charles W.
Grayson, Montgomery Twp. (Somerset), Chairman; John Coan,
Lacey Twp. (Ocean); Robert Housedorf, Holland Twp. (Hunter-
don); Steve Kessler, Winslow Twp. (Camden); Carolyn Landi,
Wyckoff Twp. (Bergen); Thomas R. Lawrence, Monroe Twp.
(Middlesex); Charles Schutt, Wayne Twp. (Passaic); Mrs. Ethel S.
Yahnel, Tax Analyst (Middlesex County Tax Board).

Absent: Anthony J. Arback, Manalapan Twp. (Monmouth);
Charles J. Femminella, Kinnelon Boro .(Morris); Thomas
Harraka, Wayne Twp. (Passaic); Vincent J. Maguire, Clinton-
Union Twps. (Hunterdon).

The Chairman reported that Vincent Maguire called by
telephone to say he doubted he would be able to attend the
meeting.

WOODLAND PROPOSAL - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The NJAMA. Executive Committee, at its meeting heid April
20, 1978, adopted the “Woodland Proposal” completely as written
and recommended by this Committee. Chairman Grayson and
Legislative Committee Chairman George Harraka were authorized
to initiate legislative sponsorship for the proposed amendment to
S-176. :

The Farmland Committee and Legislative Committee were
directed to make a combined effort to have the Constitutionai
Woodland amendment ready for a ballot referendum this year.

SENATE HEARING - (§-176) May 11, 1978

The Senate Revenue & Finance Committee held a hearing on
S-176 on May 11, 1978.

Results of the hearing were that the Senate Committee in-
strueted Director Glaser to call a meeting of representatives of the
Tax Assessors Association, Department of Agriculiture, Farm
Bureau and Division of Taxation to discuss S-176 and try to com-
promise on the woodland problem,

Such meeting is called for May 16, 1978 at 1:30 P.M. in Direc-
tor Glaser’s Office.

The question was raised by Farm Bureau that woodland ow-
ners need only to clear and till 5 acres of land along with their
remaining woodland and then could qualify under the Farmland
Assessment Act, as a result of $-176. This would accomplish
nothing in their estimation. Farm Bureau feels all woodland
should and can qualify under the present Farmland Assessment

Act.
Farm Bureau argued that Section 46.1 of the Municpal Land

Use Law should take care of the woodland problem, which is
fotally incorrect.
WOODLAND ACT--MINIMUM ACRES TO QUALIFY
Following discussion, it was moved by Yahnel, seconded by
Landi, that ownership of a mirimum of 30 acres of woodland be
required to qualify under the proposed Woodland Assessment Act.
Roll call vote was as follows: Yahnel, yes; Landi, yes; Housedorf,
yes; Schutt, yes; Kessler, yes; Coan, yes; Lawrence, no; Grayson,
yes.
WOODLAND PROPOSAL—NO COMPROMISE
The Committee unanimously recommends that a firm stand
be taken in full support of $-176 as amended, and on the proposed
Constitutional Amendment, and that there be no compromise.
Chairman Grayson had to leave the meeting at 11:45 AM. to
attend the meeting in Director Glaser’s Office to discuss $-176 and
the woodland problem.
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Appraisal Surveys, Inc.
Reajl Esiate Appraisers
s and
- Consultants

* Providing Revaluations, Reassessments, Added
Assessment and Tax Appeal Services for New
Jersey Municipalities Since 1958.

* Over 70 Municipai Wide Revaluations Conducted
by Full Time Professional Staff.

« Client List, References, and Qualifications Avail-
abie-Upon Request.

1500 KINGS HIGHWAY N.
CHERRY HILL, NJ 08034

609-428-3272
609-428-3273

People seldom improve when they have no models but
themselves to copy.

GOMMUNIPLEX

GCORPORATION

-REVALUATION
-APPRAISAL

-TAX MAPPING
-CONSULTING

‘DATA PROCESSING
-MICROFHLMING
-ASSESSMENT MANUALS
-PUBLIC RELATIONS

professional service

to local government

Executive Offices:
ONE LETHBRIDGE PLAZA

MAHWAH, N.J. 07430 201-529-2120
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OFFICERS
President—Joseph Crane

Gloria Cross. Samuel Katz,
Courtney Powell, Claire Young,
William Birchall, Jr.
Secretary—Ken Beck
Treasurer—Charles Taylor
Sergeant-at-Arms—Ed Coll

Association of Municipal Assessors of New Jersey

NEW JERSEY ASSESSORS BULLETIN
P. O. Box 187, New Brunswick, N. J. 08903 — (201) 745-5011

Quarterly Publication

Vice Presidents—James Anderson. Stephen Nothnick,

EDITORIAL BOARD'

Editor—Louis Schick
Walter Salmon

* William Birchall, Jr.

One Man’s Opinion
Monday. '
The phone rings.
“Hello.”
“Assessor’s office.”
“Can you tell me who owns 30 Main Street?”
“One moment please.” (Pause) “Henry Higgins.”
“John Who?”’
“Not John. Henry Higgins.”
“I want the owner of 30 Main Street.”
“Higgins. Henry Higgins.” .
“Listen, I have to find the owner of 30 Main Street.”
“It’s Higgins. H-E-N-R-Y H-I-G-G-I-N-S5.”
“Is this the Assessor’s office?”
“This is the Assessor’s office.”
“Can I speak to the Assessor?”
“You're speaking to the Assessor.”
“Well, I want the owner of 30 Main Street.”
“1 told you it’s Henry Higgins.”
“Is he a tall guy named John?”’ (Baby cries in the
background.) “‘Shut up or I'll kill you!”
“Lady, I don’t know how tall he is or how tall you are. I

. don’t even know how tall 1 am. All T know is that according
.to my records the owner of 30 Main Street is Henry Higgins,

H-E-N-R-Y H-I-G-”
Click. Caller hangs up.
So, you want to be an Assessor!!
Lou Schick

OO0OPS! I Goofed

To Cape May County my deepest apologies for omitting
themn from the report on the Assessor’s Ball in the May
issue of the Assessors Bulletin.

Present were:

John Dollinger, President and three Cape May County
assessors and their wives.

Three lashes with a wet noodle are due to me.

‘ Gloria Cross

New Jersey Mayors Association
Hosts “Tax Assessors Day”’

On Saturday, May 13, 1978, over 100 government oi-
ficials, including 37 Assessors, met at Hightstown’s Old
Yorke Inn for Tax Assessors Day.

Although much of the meeting was devoted fo topics
more related to Mayors and other local officials, several
itemns pertaining to the Assessor were discussed. Those who
spoke were:

Sid Glaser—Homestead Rebates; Proposals regarding
Tax Courts & County Tax Administrators; Sunset laws;
Oversight Committees.

George Harraka—Legislation, including Woodland Act,
Revision of Appeal System, Payment by State of 100% Dis-
abled Vet Exemption, Elimination of Electing Assessor
and Recording of attorney’s and principals names on
Deeds.

Joe Crane—Requested support of local Assessors by
their Mayors.

Gil Deardorf—Strengthen County Boards - Give them
specific responsibilites - Build “‘case law” of record at
County - all in order to cut down on appeals.

Charlie Grayson—S 176 “Woodland Act”’—Requested
support teward enactment of bill permitting Referendum
on the November ballot.

Tax Assessors

Tax Sheet Binders — Loose Leaf
Machine Forms
I1.B.M. Continuous Forms
3.C. 65 Forms
New Exempt Property Sheets
All Back Sheets
We manufacture ail forms for the Tax Assessor to hew

state requirements. SEND US YOUR PRESENT SHEETS
and we will call and go over revisions,

GEORGE W. MILLER & SON
THE MUNICIPAL SUPPLY HOUSE OF NEW JERSEY
Palisades Park, N.J, 07650 Phone 944-1010
Special Mailing Box 33 Free U.P.S. Delivery




Book Review
. From its title, Tax Polities:
How They Make You Pay and What
You Can Do About It might appear
to be another of the consumerist
volumes on how to aggravate va-
rious levels of government. Fort-
unately, it does not fulfiil this
image as it goes through consider-
- ation of income and property taxes.

Designed as a source book for citizens advocating
fairness in the taxation process, the volume dedicates over
one hundred pages to property assessment and taxation.
Property tax chapters cover “Who Pays Property Tax,”
“How Property Taxes Work,” “Investigating Property
Taxes” and “Property Taxes and Related Battles.” The
Bibliographical Note gives several source references, in-
cluding some IAAQ publications.

In pointing out problems with use valuation, exemp-
tions, inequity, the appeal process, mass reappraisal, “fair”
value and other items, the volume gives broad coverage.
Although little specifically relates to actual New Jersey ex-
perience, the informed Assessor might want to read the
property tax sections, especially since the book advocates
cooperation with sincere officials rather than creating en-
mity.

Tax Politics, authored by Robert M. Brandon,
Jonathan Rowe and Thomas H. Stanton, with a preface by
Ralph Nader, is published by Pantheon Books, New York.
Hardbound, $15; Paperback $6.95. The book is copyrighted
by Public Citizen, Inc. and is a product of their Tax Reform
Research Group.

IAAQ members receiving the International Assessor
may also refex to the review in the September 1976 issue of
that publication.

As the copy reviewed was available at the local library,
budget conscious officials might consider this source for
reading this volume.

Bill Birchall

EDP at MDP

For over 12 years we have been providing EDP
Service to Assessors and Collectors.

Now over 35 municipalities rely on us for Com-
puber Services.

We invite you to discuss the quality of our serv-
ice with our CUSTOMERS.

MANLEY DATA
PROCESSING COMPANY
Telephone: 201-843-5005
Paramus, New Jersey 07652
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PROPERTY VALUATIONS CO. INC.
A COMPLETE APPRAISAL ORGANIZATION
SPECIALIZING IN MUNICIPAL REVALUATIONS
* We strive for 100% accuracy through in depth

research,

* We design and prepare an ongoing public
relation program to the needs of your com-
munity.

® A satisfactory completed contract is our best
recommendation.

We are prepared to meet with your Municipal
Officials for a complete review and explanation
of our methods of reappruising your munici-

pality.

property
co. iINnc i

SPECIALIZING N MUNICIPAL REVALUATIONS

" 5636 ROUTE 38/PENNSAUKEN, NEW JERSEY/08109

We Supply:
TAX LIST BINDERS
SR1A BINDERS
TAX MAP BINDERS
REAL PROPERTY
CHANGE FORMS
TAX LIST PAPER

=

WELTCO BUSINESS FORMS
CHESTER PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

FAIRMONT AVE. @ BOX 489 @ CHESTER, N.J. 07930

{201) 879-6232
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New Bills

A-1283 Karcher. To change the effective date of P.L.
1973, Chapter 123 re property tax appeals from tax year
1978 to tax year 1980.

Al306 Van Wagner and 1 other Sponsor. To increase the
fees for tax appeals in the Division of Tax Appeals.

ACR-98 Patero and 15 other Sponsors. To amend the
New Jersey Constitution to grant tax exemptions or abate-
ments for up to 5 years on authorized improvements or ex-
pansions to commercial, manufacturing or research and
development buildings and structures of business concerns
and lands, provided such directly results in increase of full-
time employees of such business concerns,

SCR-91 Ewing and 9 other Sponsors. To amend the New
Jersey Constitution to provide that the Legislature may
adopt a statute to exempt certain senior citizens from in-
creases in district school taxes.

ACR-102 Orechio. To amend the New Jersey Constitu- .

tion to grant senior citizens’ property tax deductions to
single or widowed female citizens and residents 62 years of
age.

ACR- Orechio. To propose an amendment to the New
Jersey Constitution to provide for an increase in senior
citizens and disabled citizens real property tax deduction
from $160 to $250 and to increase the limitation on income
from $5,000 to $7,500.

ACR-108 Orechio. To create a commission to review
property tax exemption and abatement statutes, to assess
financial impact and to make recommendations for their
reform.

A-1366 Schwartz and 10 other Sponsors. To increase the
number of municipalities eligible to institute property tax
abatement programs pursuant to P.L. 1977, Chapter 12 by
removing from existing qualification criteria the stipulation
that a municipality must have 350 ADC children and
publicly financed housing, from 39 to 112.

ACR-115 Orechio. To create a commission to study the
advantages and disadvantages of providing for a
veterans’ bonus in lien of the veterans’ property deduc-
tions.

ACR-118 Orechio. To create a commission to study the
feasibility of allowing municipalities to impose reil estate
taxes or fees in lieu of such tax on county and state owned
property.

$-1152 Graves, Rodgers, Friedland, Perskie, Lipman. To

provide for real property tax exemptions for employers

who provide substantial additional employment oppor-
tunities either through expansion or for newly established
firms, which must establish at least 250 new jobs to be eligi-
ble.

A-1375 Girgent and 5 other Sponsors. To provide
property tax exemptions for up to 2 years for certain

businesses and industries providing additional employment

opportunity. e ‘

A-1478 Hollenbeck. To conform law re filling and
holding of offices of borough assessor and tax collector with
general law on assessors and tax collectors.

A-1488 Jackman and 20 other Sponsors. To provide for
annual appropriation to the Division of Taxation for pur-
pose of defraying homestead tax rebates of an amount
equal to State revenues from “State Jai Alai Revenue Law”
now pending before the Legislature.

A-1492 Herman. To change the definition of “average
ratio” of assessed to true value to include weighted
averages over the latest 2 years in law concerning real es-
tate tax appeals.

S5-1236 Friedland, Sheil, Rodgers. To amend the Home-
stead Rebate Law to a flat $187 for all eligibie property ow-
ners, regardless of valuation.

A-1507 Gormley and 2 other Sponsors. To provxde for
State payments in lieu of taxes on county jails and
rehabilitation facilities.

A-1522 Newman, Doyle. To define “dwelling house™ to
include units of a cooperative for purposes of tax exemp-
tion in certain cases. _

A-1552 Doyle, Newman. To provide that for determining
percentage of common area maintenance cost, the value of
each condominium unit shall be the value determined by
the tax assessor.

ASSESSOR-COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS

ACIS

ALL CLASSIFICATIONS OF PROPERTY

Variabie Path Analysis

Cost, Market & Incame Data
Econometric Correlation

PERSONNEL AND SERVICES AVAILABLE
FOURTH GENERATION ORIENTED IN COMPUTER TECHNOQLOGY

Systems Managers, Counselors and Analysts
Programmers, Overseers and Supervisors
Full Complement of 1/O Technicians

* FEASIBILITY STUDIES
* SPECIFICATION WRITING * REGRESSION MODELS

+ SYSTEMS DESIGN « |DENTIFIER CODING

¢ RETRIEVAL PROGRAMMING « BILLING & ACCOUNTING

ﬂﬁsociatad Suros ys Qo.

* MIS IMPLEMENTATIONS

1350 Route 23, Wayne, New Jersey 07470 (201)696-4300
1801 Lendew St., Greensboro, N.C. 27408 {9191273-1785

Personable Professionals

Authoritatively recognized as one of the foremost firms
specializing in revatuations and related services.

We Respond to Your Needs

¢
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BOB EBERT"

REVALUATION AND APPRAISAL SERVICE INC.
388 Pompton Avenue, Suite 3 Cedar Grove, N. J.

(201) 239-3110

APPRAISALS @ MUNICIPAL REVALUATIONS @ ASSESSORS ASSISTANCE e URBAN RENEWAL

TOM SIMMONS

Executive Board Meeting

The Executive Board of the
Association of Municipal Assessors
of New Jersey held an open meeting
on June 23, 1978 at 0930 hours at
the June Educationai Conference
at Rutgers.

The meeting was called to

P m order by President Crane and the
Roll Call was then taken. The
@ minutes of the previous meeting were approved as mailed.

=t The Membership Committee report was filed. The

membership for the association stands as follows:

165 Regular — 14 Associates — 10 Affiliates
Correspondence:

A letter was received from Jean E. Dutton, Clack County
Assessor, Nevada asking New Jersey to support him, as a
candidate for a position on the Executive Board of IAAQ.
The Executive Board did not act on this request.
0ld Business:

Conflict of Interest was discussed and it was reminded

to all assessors that it is a conflict and contrary to the pre-

sent Code of Ethics that one assessor appear at an appeal
hearing against another. The present code is the IAAQ
Code of Ethics. '
New Business:

The Budget was presented by Dick Dann, Chairman of
the Audit and Budget Committee and a motion by George
Harraka was seconded and approved by the Executive
Board. Due to the number of assessors having more than
one taxing district, membership is steadily declining and
the dues are getting to a point where they will no longer
carry the budget. The dues structure will be reviewed and

( revised by the Budget & Audit Committee. They are
presently looking into the various possibilities.

Assessors Family Picnic: Attached to the minutes
please find information regarding the Assessors Family
. Picnic and a map as to its location.

Committee Reports: Sam Katz, Vice President -
Legislative Committee: George Harraka, Chairman.
A report of the Legislative Committee was filed.
Atlantic City Conference: Vicky Mickiewicz,

Chairwoman.

Vicky stated that the conference this year will only be
from November 14 to the 16, Tuesday through Thursday.

Awards Committee: Vicky Mickiewicz, Chairwoman.

Just a reminder. Don’t forget to forward your recom-
mendations for any awards to Vicky by October 1.

Committee Reports: Gloria Cross, Vice President

-Farmiand Committee: Charles Grayson.

The Farmland Committee discussed Senate Bill S176
on Woodlands. A report is on file. _

Committee Reports: Courtney Powell, Vice President

Pipelines Committee: Olaf Fostvedt, Chairman.

Olaf Fostvedt met with the Division of Taxation and
representatives from the Gas Company. Various formulas
have been worked out by the Pipelines Committee but
nothing concrete has been established. There will be a
meeting on September 15, 1978, 11:00 AM in Henry Dit-

__Mar’s Office. President Crane recommends that a meeting

be held sometime in August and that assessors with pipe-

lines attend with their comments.

Committee Reports: Stephen Nothnick, Vice President
Public Relations: William Birchall, Chairman.
134.000 pamphlets of You and Your Property have

been delivered to assessors in New Jersey.

Committee Reports: William Birchall, Vice President
Northeast Region: Charles Fouquet, Representative.
The Northeast Conference will be held at Grossinger’s

in the Catskills.

LAA.Q.: William Hogan, Representative.
The conference this year will be September 17 through

21 in Toronto, Canada and next year in Las Vegas, Neveda.
Legal Fund: A legal fund report has been filed. Also,

the legal fund fee is $10 per year.

The meeting was then adjourned at 1030 hours. The

next meeting will be September 21, 1978,
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MUNICIPAL REVALUATION / ASSESSMENT EQUALIZATION

ALTY APPRAISAL COMPANY

SREC. LLZING v NEW JERSEY FROPERTY VALUATION SINCE 1334

A NEW JERSEY ORGANIZATION
DEDICATED TO SERVING NEW JERSEY ASSESSORS

4912 Bergenline Avenue, West New Yark, New lersey

UNION 7.387C

UNICK 70015

ASSESSOR’S PICNIC CANCELLED

Local Property Tax—Exemption from Tax—The Divi-
sion of Tax Appeals affirmed the Somerset County Board of
Taxation in denying. the petitioner, North Branch Refor-
med Church, a tax exemption for the tax year 1973 on
property it had acquired on October 12, 1972 which was
used as its new parsonage. The petitioner had sold the
property which it had used as its old parsonage on October
12, 1972 to a private individual. The old parsonage had been
tax exempt under R.S. 54:4-3.6, but has been taxed since its
sale to a private individual. On October 1 of the pre-tax year
petitioner was neither the legal owner of the property in
question nor did it occupy and use if as a parsonage.
Therefore, the Division of Tax Appeals held that it did not
meet the requirement for the exemption of the property in
question for the tax year 1973. North Branch Reformed
Church v. Township of Bridgewater, Division of Tax Ap-
peals, December 1, 1977.

A-1378 Patero. To provide for property tax exemptions
and abatements on certain business structures under cer-
tain circumstances. .

A-1384 Van Wagner, D Gallo. To increase the salaries of
judges of the Division of Tax Appeals.

ACR-122 Orechio. To amend the New Jersey Constitu-
tion, after referendum, to permit veterans, or their widows, &
who have served 2 or more years in the Armed Forces to
receive tax deductions allowed veterans who have served
during the time of war or emergency.

$-1186 Maressa, Dwyer. To modify the Fox-Lance Tax
Abatement Law to expand definition of “blighted areas” to

include economic blight, employment decline and loss of
tax ratables and to increase maximum tax abatement

period by 5 years.
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