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THE, OTHER SIDE
OF THE COIN

The time has come for the Assessor to
strike back and to show the other side of the coin
on which his image is stamped. The continued de-
grading of the Assessor’s position by the news
media is eroding the path toward professionalism
as well as threatening the right of tenure.

Your image as a trusted member of local
government is reaching a new low thru adverse
publicity thus promoting such legislation as Dis-
trict Assessing, County Assessing, and State Con-
trol and Regulation of a combined Collector/As-
sessor function. Should any of the proposed bills
be made law your job and tenure could be elim-
inated or possibly relegated to insignificance. -

What you MUST and can do in your own be-
half, if not for anyone else,-is to establish in your
own community, in your own county association,
through your friends, through your county
board and your legislators, a constant public re-
lations program. :

The program should spell out what you do
and why. It should refute in specific language the
publicity against the office of the assessor. It
should explain the effect on the taxpayer of pend-
ing legislation and the inconsistency of some
court decisions,

Let the public, the news media and the leg-
islators see the other side of the coin. It is your
job and your future that is on the line.

Walt Salmon

Honesty is not only the best policy, it is rare
enough today to make you pleasantly conspicuous.

SCHOOL DECISION DELAYED

Decision was delayed by the New Jersey
Supreme Court in the so called “Bottle” case
which could eliminate the local property tax as
the prime method of funding public -education.

Superior Court Judge Theodore I. Bottle had
previously ruled that the Legislature find an al-
ternative in providing public education by Jan-
uary 1, 1973 and the present system be eliminated
by January 1, 1974.

The Supreme Court has already granted an
indefinite stay of the ruling to the state which is
seeking to overturn Judge Bottle’s decision.

N
// e

I have come to the conclusion that politics
are too serious a matter to be left to politicians —
deGaulle .
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WL HE REAL TRAX ASGESSOR PLEASE STANO UP 27
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Members Districts Percent
Atlantic 35 23 100
Bergen 92 70 100
Burlington 47 40 100
Camden 55 37 100
Cape May 17 16 100
Cumberiand 18 14 93
Easex 29 22 100
Gloucester 42 24 100
Hudson 23 12 100
Hunterdon 22 26 85
Mercer 25 13 100
Middlesex 35 25 100
Monmouth 56 53 100
Morris 63 39 100
Qcean 35 33 100
Passaic 21 16 100
Salem 13 15 87
Somerset 23 21 100
Sussex 24 24 100
Union 44 21 100
Warren 20 23 87
Total T34 587
L.P.T.B. 13

Associate Members 31

APPRAISAL SURVEYS, INC.

Real Estate Appraisers and Consultants
a subsidiary of
Programming and Systems, Inc.

Recognized Professional Appraisal Services
For Tax Equalization Programs

Computer Service for
Tax Listing, Tax Billing and Tax Accounting

Tax Mapping and Microfilming Services

For Brochure:

NEW JERSEY
300 W. MARLTON PIKE, CHERRY HiLL 08034

(609) 428-3272
PENNSYLVANIA

1602 BANKERS SECURITIES BLDG.. PHILA. 19107
(215) 735-6969

NEW YORK

151 W. 51 $§T., NEW YORK, 10019
(212) 245~1900

Property Tax on a $20,000 Home (1972)

City ‘Sehool OCther Total

NEWARK $ 308 $839 $305 $1,452
BOSTON 1,123 275 0 1,398
NEW YORK 800 * N 800
BALTIMORE 678 . 22 700
INDIANAPOL!S 202 346 143 691
LOS ANGELES 129 281 278 688
SAN FRANCISCO 362 205 69 636
DETROIT . 285 257 76 618
PHILADELPHIA ’ 287 252 0 539
MIAMI 221. 167 144 532
DALLAS 202 185 111 498
_HOUSTON 191 180 98 469
CHICAGO 199 186 . 52 437
WASHINGTON, D.C, 348 M * 348
NEW ORLEANS 228 " 56 278

*inciuded in city tax

FUNDS HELP ASSESSMENT
ADMINISTRATION

Federal revenue sharing funds received by
local municipalities may be used for assessment
purposes, according to the recently passed State
and Local Fiscal Assistance Act of 1972,

The Department of Treasury states that “a
general reappraisal of all property . ... Is an ac-
tivity which clearly comes within the preview of
financial adminstration.” The Act limits the use
of the funds locally to prority expenditures of
which financial adminstration is one.

The official federal definition of finanecial
administration is: “Qffcials and agenecies concern-
ed with tax assessment and collection accounting,
auditing, budgeting, purchasing, custody of funds
and other central finance activities.”

Assessment officials shouid contact their lo-
cal governing bodies regarding proposals to use
such funds for assessment administration pro-
grams,

Municipal Service Bureau

373 North Avenue, Dunellen, N.J. 08812
PHONE 968-0962 DAN TABLER

EVERYTHING
FOR THE
ASSESSOR

This is a New Jersey business owned and
operated by the former Tax Assessor of the
Borough of Dunellen.
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HIGHLIGHTS

(Executive State meeing held at Ramada
Inn on January 19, 1973)

Dues to remain for 1973 at $10 for assessors,
$10 for associate members and $50 for affiliated
members. Possible raise in 1974 to $15-$25-$55.

New application cards to be mailed to all
members to update records.

Membership roster listing names, addresses
and telephone numbers of all assessors fo be com-
piled and sent to all members.

Discussion on requiring the Chief Assessing
Clerk become a C. T. A,

Discussion on Tri-County assessors meetings
underway.

State Association of County Tax Boards and
Secretaries preparing 18 bills for submission to
legislature.

Resolution sent to members of legislature
committee on S1588 requesting its removal.

Discussed the possibility of an assessors’ com-
mittee to draft assessing changes rather than leg-
islators.

State study of reassessment by computor not
recommended.

Assessors association to support bill to permit.

veteran, who is a public servant, to retire at 1/2
pay after 20 years service and age 50.
Association to try a test case where a non-CTA
?as bheen given an assessor’s job in defiance of the
aw.
Saul Wolf to replace Russell Fleming as as-
sociation attornewy.,

BILLS TO WATCH

84 — Will permit taxpayer to appeal assess-
ments for years prior to the current year.

520 — Will give tax abatement for improve-
ments to buildings in blighted areas.

8584 — Will give tax abatement for improve-
ments to building regardless of location.

SCR83 — Will freeze taxes on real estate for
citizens 62 years old and over,

CALIFORNIA PROPERTY
TAX RELIEF

The California Legislature has approved
Gcl)y.fRonaId Reagan’s proposal for property tax
relief.

The tax reform provides an exemption on
homes of $1,750. Renters will also benefit through
an income tax credit of from $25 to $45, depend-
ing upon the amount of rent they pay.

The tax relief, along with another bill in-
creasing school aid, will be primarily financed by

a sales tax increase and a rise in the tax on profits

of banks and corporations.

Become An S.MA.
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BROKAW FOR IAAQ POST

: H. Randolph

. oa “Randy?” Brokaw,

kB Hamilton Township
assessor, is a declar-
ed candidate for the
Executive Board of
the TAAQ. He is pre-
gently on the Editor-
ial Board.

Needless to say,
Randy has the en-
dorsement of the N.J.
State Assessors As-
sociation and the en-
rolled members,

Randy’s creden-
tials are many, He is
past.-president of the
Mercer County As-
sessors Association, V.P, of the State Association,
member of the IAAQO Publications Committee. re-
cipient of the Al Weiler Award, a member of
the staff of Rutgers teaching Electronics Data
Processing, a member of the N. J. Local Prop-
erty Tax Advisory Committee, consultant to Gov.
Cahill’s Select Task Force “C™ on Property Tax
Revision and serves on other committees pertain-
ing to assessing, Good Luck, Randy,

The assessor stood at the Pearly Gate
His face was worn and old,

He merely asked the man of fate
Admission to the fold.

“What have you done” St. Peter agked.
“To seek admission here?”

“I was an assessor down on Earth
For many, many a year.”

The gate swung open sharply

As Peter tolled the bell,

“Comie in,” he said, “and take a harp
You’ve seen enough of Hell.”

Tax Assessors

Tax Sheet Binders — Loose Leaf
Machine Forms
1.B.M. Continuous Forms
S.C. 85 Forms
New Exempt Property Sheets
All Back Sheets
‘We manufacture all forms for the Tax Assessor to new

state requirements, SEND US YOUR PRESENT SHEETS
and we will call and go over revisfons,

GEORGE W. MILLER & SON
THE MUNICIPAL SUPPFLY HOUSE OF NEW JERSEY
Palisades Park, N, J. 07650 Phone 944-1010
Special Mailing Box 33 Free U.P.S. Delivery
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ATLANTIC CITY 1972

NEW OFFICERS

William Brewer,
Warren Township;
Ed Coll, South Or-
ange Village: and
Pat Corbett, Camden,
have been elected
vice-presidents to re-
place Charles Fou-
guet, John Murray
and Randy Brokaw.

Charles Taylor,
Wayne, was elected
to the post of treasur-
er to replace Bill
Brewer.

SENIOR CITIZEN AT 627?

A bill to permit all property owners 62 years
or older to receive an annual $160 property tax
exemption has been suggested by state Senator
Joseph P. Merlino (DMercer).

Another bill presently pending in the legis-
lature would allow the deduction to all totally
disabled persons 62 or over.

REALTY APPRAISAL CO.

A NEW JERSEY ORGANIZATION
DEDICATED TO SERVING NEW
JERSEY ASSESSORS.

® Over 130 Bevaluations
® Full Time Skilled Staff

@ Exclusively in New Jersey

For Brochure and Qualifications, Contact:

REALTY APPRAISAL CO.

4912 Bergenline Avenue
West New York, N.J.

UNION 73870 UNION 7-0015
Municipal Revaluation for Assessment Equalizatien
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OFFICERS
President — Walter Salmon
Vice Presidents — Kenneth Beck
Joseph Krupinski William Brewer
Richard Dann Ed Coll
Michael Heaney  Pat Corbett
Secretary — William T. Bailey
Treasurer — Charles Taylor
Sergeant-At-Arms — Robert J. Smith

Association of M unicipal Assessors of New Jersey

NEW JERSEY ASSESSORS BULLETIN
P. O. Box 187, New Brunswick, N. J. 08903 — (201) 5454700

Quarterly Publication

EDITORIAL BOARD
Louis Schick, CTA -— Editor

Walter W. Salmon, SMA
Wm. A. Brewer, SMA

ONE MAN'S OPINION

An anti-smoking
commercial on tele-
vision depicts a small
boy emulating his
father’'s every move.
Dad is his hero so
Sonny does what Dad
does. The commercial
ends with the father
reaching for a cigar-
ette so the little boy
does likewise.

The boy can’t be
biamed for looking
up to his father and
if smoking is harmful
then the fault lies
with the  father for
not setting a good example for his son.

What has this to do with assessing?

Well, the New Jersey Statutes clearly state
that no mumclpahty shall hire an assessor unless
he or she is a Certified Tax Assessor. This is the
law and all good citizens know we should attempt
to abide by the law. More than anyone else, the
lives of public officials should be guided by the
rules and regulations ereated by the legisiators.

People cannot be expected to walk the
straight and narrow path of honesty and integrity
if they can point a finger at an official and say,
“How about him?”

The point of the matter is that, like the
father setting an example for his son, officials
must set an example for the people.

Yet, in an utter disregard of the law, a Cape
May city has retained an assessor who is not certi-
fied. Their attitude is, “If you don’t like it, sue
us.”

To compound the flagrant injustice, to my
knowledge the County Tax Board has accepted
the tax books from the non-C. T, A.

Something must be wrong!

The demand from Trenton for uniformity and
professionalism in the assessing field can be heard
from here to the moon. The assessors have pulled
themselves up by their bootstraps and worked

countless months to convince the legislators that
the public deserves only the highest caliber of as-
sessor. Thus the C. T. A. was born.

But, in order to serve the public properly the
assessor must have the support and confidence
of the public officials.

How can the public have confidence when
laws are openly broken and the pieces thrown in
their faces? How can the assessors work with
confidence when they have no one to turn fo in
the time of indecision?

Yet, in spite of this, more and more bills per-
taining to assessors and the property tax program
are being introduced in the assembly and the sen-
ate.

The assessors are not adverse to improvement
but. some bills already introduced would only
create havoe if passed.

Legislators might profit by discussing any
proposed change with assessors throughout the
state instead of just their local assessors. In this
manner they would see first hand effects of their
bills in other parts of New Jersey as well as their
‘own backyards.

Before new laws are passed their effects
should be weighed against what we already have,
It is easier to condemn old methods and suggest
new ones than to make the new ones work.

Lou Schick

YOUR JOB AS AN ASSESSOR IS ABOUT
TO BE ABOLISHED! ! {

Legislation against you and your office has
already been introduced .....

$-1158 — This is “THE CZAR BILL” setting
up a Director and a State Board of Assessment
having jurisdiction over all assessments and over
all Assessors.

Thig is a Board politically appointed from top
to bottom at the diseretion of the Governor hold-
ing office.

WHAT YOU MUST DO.....

1. Get a copy of S-1158 from your Legislators
or your County President.

2. Contact your Senators and Assemblymen
and express your knowledgeable opposition.

3. Inmsist that your County Association hold
a special meeting immediately to take action.

URGENCY IS THE KEY WORD.....
DO IT TODAY!
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STATE DUES STRUCTURE

The dues for 1973 will be as follows: Regular members—$10., Associate members—3$10. Affiliate
members—3$50.
Affiliate members are those who were known as Associate members prior to 1973,
. dAt the semi-annual state meeting in June at the Rutgers seminar the dues for 1974 will be deter-
mined.
) lgTew applications for membership must be completed by everyone before membership cards will be-
issued.
N JDlolgs are to be sent to: Charles H. Taylor, Treasurer, 1104 Ringwood Avenue, Pompton Lakes,
. 4. 07442, '

Association of Municipal Assessors of New Jersey
Charles H. Taylor, Treasurer
-1104 Ringwood Ave., Pompton Lakes, N, J. 07442

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ORegular . $10.00
Name — . . L 2 L (J Associate - $10.00
Taxing Distriet or Firm .o O Affiliate ... $50.00
(check one)
County veevarnseananannannssaas
O Initial Application
Address ...ooceiememeeeeeeee e Zip Code...c......_.

O Renewal Application
SIgnature oo, {check one)

ATLANTIC CITY 1972

. - -«
North American Appraisal

RV AN & RESEARCH CORP.
g \\\(ZL;\ . 8 . . » -
> 15 Revaluation and Appraisal Services :
S RICAN APPRAISAL & RESEAY

% COMPLETE REVALUATIONS % TAX MAPPING

% INDIVIDUAL APPRAISALS FOR » * DATA PROCESSING

ADDED ASSESSMENTS & DEFENSE % CONSULTATION -
% ANNUAL MAINTENANCE

210 E. Route #4, Paramus, N. J. 201—843-0350
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FARMLAND LAW ASSAILED

The Center for Analysis of Public Tssues, of
Princeton, declared the New Jersey Farmland
Assessment Law has subsidized speculators and
failed to achieve its purpose.

The Center stated the Law shifted about $48
million in taxes from farmer to non-farmer,
Large corporations and individual land developers
were the chief beneficiaries, according to the
study.

The report went on to say that land specula-
tion has been encouraged by the Law while it
serves as a welfare program for the farmers by
their reduced taxes. But, it said, it pays the most
to those who have the most and is supported
mainly by the population who live near the farms
but hold no land.

The Constitutional Amendment permitting
farmland to be taxed at a lower value than other
broperty was enacted in 1964 and was designed
to preserve open spaces while helping farmers
stay in business.

1 A AO CONFERENCE

The Northeastern Conference will be held
June 10-18 at Nova Scotia. '

The International Conference will be held
November 4-8 in Maine, Joe Reilley is forming
a trip to Maine and will report on this later.

THE J. M.
CLEMINSHAW CO.

1601 Brookpark Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44109

New Jersey Reglonal Office:

117 Meadowbrook Drive

North Plaintield, N. J.
07062

Phone: 201~754-4844

Specialists in The Revaluation
of MUNICIPALITIES for

Local Tax
Equalization Purposes

The J. M. Cleminshaw Co. has devoted over
forty years to helping the Assessor achieve tax equal-
ization of real, persopal and public utility properties,
as expertly and fairly as humanly possible. The ex-
perience of over one hundred fifty appraisers in the
revaluation of over three hundred towns, cities and
counties in twenty-six states is available to you at a
cost that is extremely low in comparison with the
benefits received.

Our brochure and descriptive lterature
is availiable upon request,

YOUR INQUIRY IS CORDIALLY INVITED
“Public Appraisal. Service Is A Public Trust”
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MAYORS SEEK
STATE AID

At the New Jersey State League of Municipal-
ities convention in Atlantic City last November
the delegation of mayors, councilmen and muni-
cipal officials requested the Legislators to read~
Just the tax exempt status of the state properties
within respective munieipalities.

They pointed out that the existing formula
of in-lieu payments instead of taxes to communi.
ties was inadequate and inequitable.

Presently, nearly $12 billion of property in
the state is tax exempt. By comparison $51 bil-
Hon is taxed at normal rates.

If the state paid taxes at the regular rate in
which it owned property the total annual pay-
ment could reach $25 million. The total of in-lieu
of taxes ig far less.

In recent years legislators have proposed re-
lative bills, including one in which the state
would pay only the municipal tax but, to date,
nothing has changed.

TRI-COUNTY APPROACH

At the State Assessors meeting held at the
Holiday Inn, 12.7-72, it was decided to form a
“Tri-County Approach.”

Bach Vice-President will be in charge of cer-
tain counties to keep them informed and meet
with them to get their views on all important
matters concerning the assessor. This was done
to form a better line of communication between
a458e3S0Ys. : )

President Walt Salmon made the following
assignments:

Ken Beck: Ocean, Atlantic, Cape May; Pat
Corbett: Camden, Mercer; Bill Brewer: Hunter-
don, Warren, Somerset; Joe Krupinski: Passaic,
Bergen, Sussex; Dick Dann: Gloucester, Salem,
Cumberland; Jay Lonfield: Union, Middlesex;
Ed Coll: Essex, Morris, Hudson; Bob Smith; Mon-
mouth, Burlington,

EDP at MDP

For over i2 years we have been providing EDP
Service to Assessors amd Collectors.

Now over 35 municipalities rely on ns for Com-
puter Services.

We invite you to discuss the quality of our serv-
ice with our CUSTOMERS. )

MANLEY DATA

PROCESSING COMPANY
Telephone: 201-843-5005
Paramus, New Jersey 07652
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ASSESSOR-COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Variahle Path Analysis
Cost, Market & Income Data
Econometric Correlation

ACIS

ALL CLASSIFICATIONS OF PROPERTY

PERSONNEL AND SERVICES AVAILABLE
FOURTH GENERATION ORIENTED IN COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

Systems Managers, Counselors and Analysts
Programmers, Overseers and Supervisors
Full Complement of I/O Technicians

s FEASIBILITY STUDIES * MIS IMPLEMENTATIONS
« SPECIFICATION WRITING « REGRESSION MODELS
e SYSTEMS DESIGN « IDENTIFIER CODING

« RETRIEVAL PROGRAMMING » BILLING & ACCOUNTING

cqaaoaiatsd cS'u.waga Co.

1350 Route 23, Wayne, New Jersey 07470 {2011696-4300
1901 Lendew St., Greensboro, N.C. 27408 {919)273-178%

Personable Professionals

Authoritatively recognized as one of the foremost firms
specislizing in revaluations and related services.

We Respond to Your Needs

Professional Assessors

~ Recognize -

GROWTH, RISING VALUES
NEW CONSTRUCTION
ADDITIONS

— Obtain -

FULL VALUATION THROUGH
REVALUATIONS WHICH

REDUCE TAX RATES
MEET RISING BUDGETS

That is why our services have grown
to 150 municipal contracts

Municipal Revaluations, Ine.
MAIN: 120 Main Street, Avon, N. J.

BRANCH: 124 West State Street,
Trenton, N. J.

FEDERAL AID REFUSED

The ‘Advisory Committee on Intergovern-
mental Relations, a permanent bipartisan federal
panel of federal, state and local officials, turned
down a recommendation for a federal role in re-
lieving local property tax burdens. President Nix-
on had requested a study to find relief for the
property owners. )

The committee asserted that the “states
should retain permanent responsibility for shap-
ing policies dealing with general property tax re-

Association of Municipal Assessors of New Jersey
NEW JERSEY ASSESSORS BULLETIN
City Hall, New Brunswick, N. J. 08903

AERMARD J MARX
PROSPECT ST

LITTLE SILVeR, N J 07739

lief and intrastate equalization of schoolfinances.”

The committee further rejected a recom-
mendation that the so-called “circuit breaker”
property tax relief plan for the elderly and low
income people be considered.

This plan, which 14 states already have, re-
funds to the taxpayer the difference between a
certain percentage of his income and his tax
bill. The percentage is usually 6 or 7 percent.

BULK RATE
U. §. Postage
PAID
New Brunswick, N.J.
08903
Permit No. 259




