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Report To Tax Committee

The following points were made to the Spe-
cial Tax Study Commission of the N. J. State
League of Municipalities by the N. J. Associa-

tion of Municipal Assessors In a statement of
position.

. (1) The association opposes any legislature
similar to, or in any variations similar to, Senate
Bill 1158,

(2) The Director of the Division of Taxation
should be given specific authority to remove any
assessor from office and to deny any person to
hold such office if that person is not a C.T.A.

(8) The Assessor’s office ghould not be com-
béned with the Tax Collector’s Office or any other
office.

(4) The nesponsibility and administration of
Senior Citizen and Veteran Exemptions should be
with the assessor. A list of applications received
during the year shall be given monthly to the Tax
Collector.

(5) Sufficient personal should be given to asses-
sors to make a competent study of sales,

(6) The Association recommends a review of
N. J.S. A. Title 54 as it relates to real property
taxation, to strengthen the law rather than in-
troduce legislation that is difficult or impossible
to administer,

(7) The residency requirement for Assessors
should be eliminated. ;

(8) The present method of assessing pipelines
should remain.

(9) County Tax Board members should meet
qualifying requirements. ‘

Atlantic City Conference

The 1973 New Jersey State League of Muni-
cipalities Annual Conference will be held at
Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, Atlantic City on No-
vember 18 thru 16.

The aswessors activities will take place Wed-
nesday, Thursday and Friday.

Hote! reservation applications have been mail-
ed 10 assessors by the League and they should be
completed as soon as possible in light of the fact
that another major convention will be meeting in
Atlantie City at the same time.

.. THREE BATHROOMS ? ER WELL
YES WE DO, BUT IT DOESN'T SEEM
RIGHT TO CHARGE FOR MORE THAN
o ONE.__WE ONLY
USE ONE AT A
TIME!




Page Two

ELIZABETH MUST REVALUE

The Elizabeth City Council lost their bid to re-
fuse to undertake the local property tax revalua-
tion ordered six months ago by the Union County
Tax Board.

The decision was sought by the State Attorney
General’s office on behalf of the county board
and Superior Court Judge John A. Ackerman
ruled that the city must comply with the county
board’s order.

Councilman Joseph E. McGlynn spoke out
against the revaluation by saying he thought it
would put an unfair burden on private home-
owners who are improving their property.

Tax Assessor John Mottley disagreed with this
theory and pointed out Elizabeth’s ratio was down
below 70%.

Mottley is now in the process of selecting a firm
to do the job. Elizabeth has about 20,000 line
items. ‘

The mark of achievement is not determined by
how many things can be started but by how
many can be finished.

OREGON SAYS “NO”

Voters in Oregon have decided against a new
form of taxation and will keep the local property
tax as the major source of funds for public
schools.

The voters rejected almost 3 to 2 a proposal
that would have made the state responsible for
95 percent of the schools’ operating costs, in-
cluding teachers’ salaries and instructional ex-
penses. School construction and {ransportation
would have remained a loeal responsibility.

The proposal had the support of legisiators, or-
ganized labor, educational associations and civie
groups but was opposed by most business and in-
dustrial leaders. More than 58 percent of the
persons who went to the polls voted against the
plan.

Opponents to the plan said it would destroy
local control of the schools.

Municipal Service Bureau

373 North Avenue, Dunellen, N.J. 08812
PHONE 9680962 ’ DAN TABLER

EVERYTHING
FOR THE
ASSESSOR

This is a New Jersey business owned and
operated by the former Tax Assessor of the
Borough of Dunellen.

110 YEARS OF SERVICE

Arthur Smith, right, retiring Assessor of Penns
Grove was presented with a plaque by Arthur
Shalick, Pittsgrove Township Assessor at a testi-
monial dinner given by the Salem County As-
sessors’ Association.

Mr. Smith, who is 88 years old, retired after 57

years of public service. Mr. Shalick, 81, has been"

an assessor for 53 years.

The more arguments you will win, the fewer
friends you will have.

ARTICLES WANTED

The Bulletin welcomes opinions from Assessors
but please be guided by the following:

1. Don’t use no double negative,

2. Make each pronoun agree with their ante-
cedent.

3. Join clauses good, like a conjunection should.
4. About them sentence fragments.
5. When dangling, watch your participles.

6. Verbs has to agree with their subjects.
7. Just between you and I, case is important too.

8. Don’t write run-on sentences they are hard
to read.

9. Don’t use commas, which aren’t necessary.
10. Try to not ever split infinitives.

11. Its important to use your apostrophe’s cor-
rectly.

12. Proofread your writing to see if you left
any words out.

13. Correct spelling is essential.

If you want to get along, you go along.

{
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Appellate Court Reverses

Division of Tax Appeals

South Brunswick Tax Assessor Ed Renk and
the County Board of Taxation were upheld in
their opinion by a decision of the Appeilate
Court relative to a “fallow land” Farmland Assess-
ment case.

A taxpayer, the K.M.C. Holding Company, ap-
pealed a rollbaeck assessment in South Brunswick.
The property under appeal was, actively used for
agricultural purposes in 1966 and 1967 so was
a%s(;assed under the Farmland Assessment Act of
1964.

However, in 1968 there was a cessation of ag-
ricultural use and all other use and the land re-
mained vacant. The Township assessed the roll-
bg(él; taxes on the property for the years 1966 and
1 .

The major question at issue was whether there

was a change in use. The petitioners claimed the
maintenance of vacant land in an open gpace is
one of the purposes of the Farmland Assessment
Act.
The Middlesex County Board of Taxation de-
nied the petitioners appeal but the Division of Tax
Appeals ruled that the property in question had
peen used for agricultural purposes in 1966 and
1967, that in 1968 it remained fallow and was
not assessed under the Act for that year. The
judge found no change in use and therefore said
the land was not subject to rollback taxes for 1966
and 1967. However, it was to be assessed and
valued in 1968 in the same manner as other real
property in the taxing district.

The Appellate Division of Superior Court of
New Jersey reversed the judgement of the Di-
vision of Tax Appeals and reinstated the judge-
ment of the Middlesex County Board of Taxa-
tion.

The Division said that the intended goals of the
Farmland Assessment Act are to encourage the
agricultural economy within the state and afford
active farmers a modicum of economic relief and,
incidentally, to benefit the public by maintaining
open spaces and preserving the peauty of the
countryside. It accomplishes these objectives by
giving special tax treatment to only those lands
actively devoted to agricultural or horticultural
uses.

Life has no rehearsal days in it. Each day must
be filled up with its appointed work.

LA.A.O. President Bernard F. Shadrawy: “It
is particularly disturbing that the majority of the
states continue to use property tax exemptions
as a method of producing tax relief. This only
undercuts the tax base and increases the burden
on the non-exempt tax payers. The 1.A.A.O. has
urged that when an exemption is granted the
agency creating the exemption should reimburse
the local jurisdiction for the revenue lost.”
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PRESIDENT FELECT

John Murray, Tax Assessor in the township of
Millburn, was elected to the new post of President
Elect at the open executive meeting of the state
assessors held at Hickman Hall during the confer-
ence for Assessing Officers.

John has been in assessing sinde 1954 and has
served on various committees relating to assessing
that are too numerous to mention.

At Rutgers he has completed R.E. 1, R.E. 2,
Real Estate Law and Property Management.

John has also completed assessing courses spon-
sored by Rutgers University that include Prin-
ciples of Municipal Assessing 1 and 2, Principles
of Municipal Assessing Conference Courses, In-
troductions of Local Planning and he successfully
completed “Principles and Techniques of Resi-
dential Appraising” at Upsala College.

Johnisa C.T.A.,S.M.A.,S.P.A.and S.R.A.

The I.A.A.O. International Symposium on Prop-
erty Tax will be held at the Hague, Amsterdam,
Brussels on September 30 - October 8, 1973, The
cost for 9 days and 7 nights, double occupancy is
$465, single occupaney is $515.

Tax Assessors

Tax Sheet Binders — Loose Leaf
Machine Forms
1.B.M. Continuous Forms
S.C. 65 Forms
New Exempt Property Sheets
All Back Sheets
We manufacture all forms tor the Tax AssesOr %o Iew

state requirements, SEND US YOUR PRESENT SHEETS
and we will call and go over revisions,

GEORGE W. MILLER & SON
THE MUNICIPAL SUPPLY HOUSE OF NEW JERSEY
Palisades Park, N.J, 07650 Phone 944-1010
Special Mailing Box 33 Free U.P.S. Delivery
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ASSEMBLY #1266

! The 195th Legisiature has ereated an act that
is sure to cause considerable consternation in
commaunities throughout the state,

It concerns tax appeals and establishes certain
rebuttal presumptions relating to cases of alleged
diseriminations and amends R. S. 54:3-22 and R. S.
54:4-62 and section 15 of charter 161 of the laws
of 19486,

It states in part “Whenever the county board
of taxation is satisfied by the proofs that the

3 o ratio of the assessed valuation of the subject

( c property to its true value exceeds the upper limit

or falls below the lower limit of the common

level range it shall revise the taxable value of

the property by applying the average ratio to the

true value of the property except as hereinafter
provided.”

(Note: Ratio for this purpose is the unweight-
ed ratio and common level range is 15%.)

Also, “If the average ratio is below the county
percentage level and the ratio of the assessed
value of the subject property to its true value
exceeds the county percentage level, the county
board of taxation shall reduce the taxable value

! of the property by appliying the average ratio to

i the true value of the property.

i‘ “1f both the average ratio and the ratio of the
assessed value of the subject property to its true
value exceed the county percentage level, the
county board of taxation shall revise the taxable
value of the property by applying the county per-
centage level to the true value of the property.

“The provisions of this section shall not apply
to any appeal from an assessment of real property

; taken with respect to the tax year in which the

= taxing district shall have completed and put into

: operation a district-wide revaluation program ap-

proved by the Director of Taxation pursuant to
chapter 2, laws of 1971 (C. 54:1-35 385 et. seq.)”
It would be advisable for all assessors to get a

: ( copy of this bill.

No matter whether you are on the road or
in an argument, when you see red it is time to
stop.

WE WIN ONE

The Appellate Division of the State Superior
Court has upheld a Hudson County Superior
Court decision ruling that North Bergen owes
former tax assessor Robert B. White three years
back pay.

The court said White had been dismissed illeg-
ally in 1969 by the local administration.

White was charged with misstating his quali-
fications when interviewed for his job and prac-
ticing politics during business hours.

White said his dismissal stemmed from his re-
fusal to give tax concessions sought by the ad-

REALTY APPRAISAL CO.

A NEW JERSEY ORGANIZATION
DEDICATED TO SERVING NEW
JERSEY ASSESSORS.

® Over 130 Revaluations
® Full Time Skilled Staff

o Exclugively in New Jersey

For Brochure and Qualifications, Contact:

REALTY APPRAISAL CO.

4912 Bergenline Avenue
West New York, N.J.

UNION 73870 UNION 7-0015
Municipal Revaluation for Assessment Equalizatien
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COURT SETS 1975

AS DEADLINE FOR
SCHOOL AID FINANCING

The New Jersey Supreme Court gave the Legis-
lature until December 31, 1974 to devise a new
system for financing public schools in the State.
The court said the new program must go into ef-
fect by July 1, 1975 or face further court inter-
vention.

According to the court, the present system of
school financing is unconstitutional because it
fails to provide a thorough and efficient school-
ing for many of New Jersey’s public school pupils.

In its 60 page decision the court suggested no
alternative to replace the property tax which is
the chief means of support for education.

Legislative leaders all agreed that this would
be one of the major problems facing the new gov-
ernor because only strong leadership in Trenton
could insure legislative action.

Since the Supreme Court’s decision is based
solely on the state comstitution, no appeal to the
U.8. Supreme Court was anticipated, but the Leg-
islature has decided to ask the court to reverse
the decision.

JAAO AWARDS PROGRAM

Awards for TAAO members for 1973 will be
made in the following categories: Most Valuable
Award (Presented for promoting IAAQ); Done-
hoo Essay Award (Written on any topic dealing
with assessment administration); Zangerle
Award (Best bulletin or newsletter) ; “I” Award
(A—Public information B—-Ideas in office pro-
cedure) ; “M” Award (Recruitment of new mem-
bers) ; MeCarren Award (For the stale represent-
ative who did most for JAAQO); Barnard Award
(Most outstanding article on assessment publish-
ed in the Assessors Journal); Outstanding CAE
Award (CAE who did most for IAAQ’s CAE pro-
gram).

For further details contact Joe Krupinski, Tea-

" IT'S ABOUT TIME

The possibility that cities are paying an unfair
burden of county taxes because of inflated prop-
erty sales by Veterans Administration and Fed-
eral Housing Administration loans was voiced by
a state appeals court.

The court said a thorough study is needed and
could result in the conclusion that V.A. and
F.H.A. sales should be excluded from the list of
usable residential sales.

The Appellate Division of Superior Court ruled
in favor of the city of Newark in ordering the
study. If the 24 sales in guestion are voided be-
cause of Veterans or Federal House loans it
would result in a savings of about $85,000 to the
city. , -

CAE

Bertram R. Brown, Director of Property Taxa-
tion, City of East Orange since 1970, has received
the CAE designation from the IAAOQ.

Mr. Brown also holds the designations of CTA,
MAIJ SRPA, ASA, and IFAC.

THE J. M.
CLEMINSHAW CO.

1601 Brookpark Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44109

New Jorsey Regional Office:

117 Meadowbrook Drive

North Plainfleld, N.J.
01062

Phone: 201-754~4844

Specialists in The Revaluation
of MUNICIPALITIES for

Local Tax

Equalization Purposes

The J. M. Cleminshaw Co. has devoied over
forty years to helping the Assessor achieve tax equal-
ization of real, personal and public utility properties,
as expertly and fairly as humanly possible. The ex-
perience of over one hundred fifty appraisers in the
revaluation of over three hundred towns, cities and
counties in twenty-six states is available to you at a
cost that is extremely low in comparison with the
benefits received.

Qur brochure and descriptive literature
is available apon request.

YOUR INQUIRY IS CORDIALLY INVITED
#pyblic Appraisal. Service Is A Public Trust”

¢
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Hearing Ordered on
Utility Tax

A state appeals court ordered a new hearing
to determine if the Public Service Electric & Gas
Company should pay more than $1.1 million in
property taxes for 1971 on land that is the site of
a proposed nuclear power plant.

The Appellate Division of Superior Court
ruled that Salem County Tax Board had arrived
at the figure without following the required pro-
cedures,

The court remanded the case to the State Divi-
gion of Tax Appeals to determine if the property
tax should be increased. The appeal was brought
by communities in the county that charged that
Public Service had been under taxed.

A pint can’t hold a quart. If it holds a pint, it
is doing all that can be expected of it. — Deland.

ASSESSOR WANTED

Part time assessor wanted in Washington Town-
ship, Mercer County. For further information
call 5887-1200 Ext. 25.

HELP WANTED MALE AND FEMALE

PART-TIME
TAX ASSESSORS

Required to be certified by state.

Must be residents of Hillside,
or willing to reside in Hillside.

Send resume to Township Clerk
Louis A. Dischler, Municipal Bldg.,
John F. Kennedy Plaza,
Hillside, N. J. 07205

Forty experts took part on a panel sponsored
by seven major civie groups. They concluded
property tax assessments are bad; most proper-
ties are assessed too low; assessment rolls should
be publicized; assessment appeals should be made
easy; and 90% of homeowners believe they are
getting the best of a bad deal.

% % ok %k ok ok

Former assemblyman John F. Evers of Passaic
County, who resigmed his seat to help run Govern-
or Cahill’s unsuccessful campaign for renomin-
ation, was appointed a part time judgeship in
the state division of tax appeals.
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FRATERNAL EXEMPTIONS

The Appellate Division of Superior Court up-
held 2 ruling of the Divigion of Tax Appeals that
declared Masonic Temples should not be exempt
from property taxes.

The decision said, “Masonry is a private fra-
ternal society not organized for the exelusive pur-
pose of raising the moral and mental improve-
ment of men, women and children.”

On the other hand, Superior Court Judge John
A, Ackerman has not as yet issued a decision on
yvhether to deprive a Rutherford Elks Lodge of
its tax exemption on the grounds that the Elks
membership policies exeludes blacks.

An Elks Lodge in Nutley was initially involved
in this suit too, but withdrew because the muni-
cipal officials cancelled iis tax exemption.

Rutgers Conference Held

The Twentieth Conference for Assessing Of-
ficers was held June 19-22 at Douglass College
and attended by about 150 assessors and people
in related fields.

The program is presented annually by Rutgers
University in cooperation with: Association of
Municipal Assessors of N. J.; N. J. Local Proper-
ty Utility Branch; N. J. Association of County Tax
Board Commissioners and Secretaries and the
N. J. State League of Municipalities.

Photographs taken at the conference can he
seen on the centerfold. Those wishing to obtain
extra copies may do so by calling the Editor,
More pictures will be printed next issue,

New York’s Mayor John Lindsay signed a
bill that would require tax commissioners to have
at least three years of experience in real estate
or real estate law. A second bill requires an an-
nual publication of all reductions in assessments
and no reductions on income producing property
be granted unless an income and expense state-
ment be submitted. If the property is valued at
$1 million or more the' statement must be cert- -
ified by a C.P.A.

"EDP at MDP

For over 12 years we have been providing EDP
Service to Assessors and Collectors.

Now over 35 municipalities rely on us for Com-
puter Services.

We invite you to discuss the quality of our serv-
ice with our CUSTOMERS.

MANLEY DATA

PROCESSING COMPANY
Telephone: 201-843-5005
Paramus, New Jersey 07652
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ASSESSOR-COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS

ACIS

ALL CLASSIFICATIONS OF PROPERTY

Varsable Path Analysis
Cost, Market & income Data
Econometric Correiation

PERSONNEL AND SERVICES AVAILABLE
FOURTH GENERATION ORIENTED iN COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

Systems Managers, Counsetors and Analysts
Programmers, Overseers and Supervisors
Full Complement of 1/O Technicians

o FEASIBILITY STUDIES
* SPECIFICATION WRITING » REGRESSION MODELS

» SYSTEMS DESIGN » IDENTIFIER CODING

« RETRIEVAL PROGRAMMING ¢ BILLING & ACCOUNTING

o#aaoc[atscf cgwwayi Co.

o MIS IMPLEMENTATIONS

1350 Route 23, Wayne, New Jersey 07470 {201)696-4300
1901 Lendew St., Greensbaro, N.C. 27408 {919)273-1785

Personable Professionals

Authoritatively recognized as one of. the foremost firms
specializing in revaluations and related services.

We Respond to Your Needs

Professional Assessors

— Recognize -

GROWTH, RISING VALUES
NEW CONSTRUCTION
ADDITIONS

- Obtain -

FULL VALUATION THROUGH
REVALUATIONS WHICH

REDUCE TAX RATES
MEET RISING BUDGETS

That is why our services have grown
to 150 municipal contracts

Municipal Revaluations, Inc.
MAIN: 120 Main Street, Avon, N. J.

BRANCH: 124 West State Street,
Trenton, N. J.

RICAR APPRAISAL & RESERY
w COMPLETE REVALUATIONS

% INDIVIDUAL APPRAISALS FOR
ADDED ASSESSMENTS & DEFENSE

CH CORP,

Y HIYON

210 E. Route #4, Paramus, N. J.

North American Appraisal
& RESEARCH CORP.

Revaluation and Appraisal Services

% ANNUAL MAINTENANCE

% TAX MAPPING
% DATA PROCESSING
% CONSULTATION

201--843-0350
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